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Preface

Presented by Murray McLellan, an unworthy sinner upon whom the kindest 
of Kings has poured grace unimaginable. May it please God to use the follow-
ing manuscript to advance the faith and joy of his people. My foremost desire 
is to magnify and exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 
cruciIed to me, and U to the world. Anto him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Smen.

Sll qcripture Euotations are from the Vnglish qtandard +ersion unless oth-
erwise indicated.



An Introduction to 1 
John

Author:  John – Sinner, Disciple, Apostle, and Beloved 
Friend of Jesus

After Jesus’ resurrection from death and ascension back into Heaven, Chris-
tianity pourished deswite .ideswread wersecutionl Ho.ever, as the grst cen-
tury dre. to a cSose and ne. qenerations of Christians beqan to gSS the 
church, the qreatest threat to the heaSth and survivaS of Christianity became 
faSse teachers .ho .ere erodinq truth from .ithin the churchl zubseEuentSy, 
the haSfhearted, .aninq  eaS of younq Christians, combined .ith the miSitant 
 eaSousness of faSse teachers, became such an urqent and serious matter that 
John .rote a very Sovinq and wersonaS wastoraS Setter of instruction to a 
number of churchesl Iach .as struqqSinq .ith various faSse teachers and faSse 
doctrines that .ere confusinq Christians and causinq mean-swirited ingqht-
inq .ithin the churchesl

John’s wassion throuqhout the Setter is motivated by his deew Sove for Jesus 
and Jesus’ weowSe - the churchl WLn the history of the .orSd, it is wossibSe 
that no one has kno.n Jesus better or Soved Him more than John, and for 
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qood reasonl John .as the younqest of Jesus’ disciwSes .ho .as wriviSeqed to 
be caSSed by Jesus and awwointed to be an AwostSe 4:atthe. 1825-;9) :ark 
M82M-2x7l AdditionaSSy, John .as amonq the inner circSe of the three disciwSes 
.ho .ere cSosest to Jesus, and .as therefore wrivy to some instruction and 
e6werience .ith Jesus that no one eSse .asl John not onSy wrewared the Nast 
zuwwer 4Nuke ;;8F-;;7, but he aSso sat in the seat of friendshiw ne6t to 
Jesus and asked the Nord .ho .ouSd betray Him 4John 2M8;M-;07l PoSSo.inq 
the Nast zuwwer, John .itnessed Jesus .eew and s.eat bSood in the qarden 
of 3ethsemane 4:atthe. ;08M0-107, and foSSo.ed Jesus to His triaSs 4John 
25829-257l John stood at the foot of Jesus’ cross and .atched His suRerinq 
4John 2x820- ;F7, and .as awwointed by Jesus to care for His mother, :ary 
4John 2x8;9-;F7l (hree days after Jesus’ death, John .as one of the grst to 
enter the emwty tomb 4John ;U82-x7, shortSy thereafter, sa. and recoqni ed 
Jesus after He rose from death 4John ;282-217, and Sater stood qa inq into the 
sky as Jesus ascended into Heaven 4Acts 282-227l

John carried on the ministry of Jesus .ith faithfuS and couraqeous devotion, 
Seadinq the church throuqh its earSy seasons of struqqSe, wersecution, sin, and 
heresyl (o serve and strenqthen the church, John .rote The Gospel According 
to John, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Sater received and .rote do.n The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. And, thouqh every other AwostSe had been murdered, John 
continued to Sead the earSy church and train its ne6t qeneration of wastors 
faithfuSSyl An attemwt .as made to murder John by boiSinq him aSive, but 
3od swared his Sifel John .as then e6iSed to the LsSand of Yatmos .here on 
a sad zunday, sittinq by himseSf contemwSatinq his ministry and nursinq his 
.ounds, John .as visited by Jesus .ho came do.n from Heaven in aSS of 
His qSory to SovinqSy encouraqe His dear friend 4“eveSation 28x-;U7l John 
eventuaSSy returned to Iwhesus and continued his ministryl Lt is recorded in 
church history that .hen he .as too oSd and feebSe to wreach or even stand, 
John had himseSf carried into the church qatherinq) and, .ith a feebSe voice 
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he simwSy articuSated the heart that Jesus had for aSS of His foSSo.ers, sayinq, 
/NittSe chiSdren, Sove one another,D 42 John M8257 and /L have no qreater ?oy 
than to hear that my chiSdren are .aSkinq in the truthlD 4M John 17

And this is simwSy the heart of L Johnl After aSS that John .ent throuqh .ith 
and for his qreat 3od and dear friend Jesus, he .as not qoinq to aSSo. faSse 
teachers to confuse the ne. Christians he Soved deewSyl (herefore, John .rote 
his Setter to wrimariSy younqer and ne.er Christians as their wastor—qrandwa 
.ho continuaSSy refers to them 4and us7 as /my dear chiSdrenlD 

(hrouqhout his Setter, John cSearSy teaches that the four wurwoses of his 
.ritinq are that .e may have8WWW 

2l Joy - 281 WWW

;l HoSiness - ;82WWW 

Ml Correct doctrine - ;8;0 

1l Assurance of our saSvation - 982MW 

zadSy, faSse teachers, .hen combined .ith both our .ronq thinkinq and sin-
fuS desires, Wcan cause some Christians to Sose the certainty of their saSvation, 
cSarity of their doctrine, commitment to hoSy Sivinq, and cause for ?oyl (his 
Seads to a Sife of sadness, sin, heresy, and uncertainty about .hether 3od does 
Sove theml zo, John SovinqSy and briSSiantSy centers his teachinq on .ho Jesus 
is, .hat Jesus has done, and ho. Jesus transforms our Sivesl

(o heSw you study the book of 2 John for yourseSf, it .iSS be qood to beqin by 
readinq the book reweatedSy and circSinq or hiqhSiqhtinq any time one of these 
three themes awwears8 W

2l Gno. W
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;l Nove for and feSSo.shiw .ith 3od

Ml Nove for and feSSo.shiw for one another

As you study .hat John means by these .ords you .iSS discover that it is 
imwortant that .e know .ho Jesus is and .hat He has done for us, that .e 
embrace Jesus’ love for us, and embody that Sove by Sovinq our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, as .e fellowship toqether as 3od’s famiSyl

John .rites his Setter wrimariSy to inform someone of ho. they can kno. that 
they are a Christian .ho has Jesus as their 3od 4L John 982M7l And, the entirety 
of his Setter breaks do.n into three cateqories that are heSwfuS in determininq 
if you are a Christianl Ln short, these cateqories simwSy demonstrate that 
someone cannot become a Christian .ithout e6weriencinq a transformation 
in ho. they8 4i7 think theoSoqicaSSy, 4ii7 act moraSSy, and 4iii7 reSate sociaSSyl

Theological Transformation

Bo you beSieve that Jesus is the eternaS 3od .ho became a manI

Moral Transformation

Bo you admit that you are a sinner and desire to stow sinninq and instead 
repect Jesus in Sivinq in Sine .ith his KordI 

Social Transformation

Bo you receive 3od’s Sove and Sove Him and other ChristiansI

Lt .iSS be very heSwfuS for you to Sook for these three cateqories of Sife trans-
formation caused by Jesus as you read the bookl Lt .iSS aSso be heSwfuS for you 
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to e6amine your o.n Sife in Siqht of John’s inswired .ords so that you may be 
certain of your saSvation and SifeJa Sife of correct doctrine, hoSiness, and ?oy 
as 3od intends for youl Lt is imwerative, ho.ever, that weowSe reaSi e that they 
are not saved by doinq these thinqs, but rather saved weowSe naturaSSy beSieve 
and embody these thinqs because 3od has chanqed their heartsl 

(herefore, as you read and study this qreat book of the KibSe, it .iSS be most 
heSwfuS for you to grst wray that 3od .ouSd heSw you e6amine the book 
accurateSy, and that your o.n heart .ouSd be e6amined by the book, and that 
3od .ouSd use it to transform you to be more Sike Jesusl Ask 3od the HoSy 
zwirit, .ho is mentioned throuqhout the book as the source for ne. Sife in 
Jesus 4;8;U, ;F) M8;17, to transform your Sife to kno. and Sove Jesus more and 
more, .hich is the entire woint of the bookl



Fellowship With God

A Witness of the Incarnation and Resurrection (1 John 
1:1-4) 

John begins his letter by establishing his credibility as a witness and teacher. 
He reasons that, because he was a friend and Apostle of Jesus who was present 
for His entire ministry to hear Jesus’ teaching, see Jesus’ life and miracles, and 
touch Jesus’ physical body, he is the most credible teacher about Jesus. His 
argument is very important because, in his day, there were no such things 
as cameras and video cameras—it was eyewitness testimony that would have 
been the most credible piece of evidence. John’s summary of Jesus is that He 
was/is the Word of God (or how God the Father has spoken to us to reveal his 
heart), the eternal God who at a point in time entered into human history as 
a man, who has made it possible for us to have friendship with God and with 
one other as the church. 

John then gives the :rst of four reasons why he has written the letterj that 
God’s people may have 1oy through their friendship with each other and with 
God the Father, which is all made possible through Jesus (4jI). Mn this section 
we learn the primacy of clinging to the eyewitness accounts of the Apostles 
that Jesus was/is both fully God and fully man, without being led astray by 
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persuasive false teachers armed with their legion of books, websites, podcasts, 
and the like.

For Discussion:

4. What is the purpose of this letter according to verses 4?I“ What do 
these verses (particularly the reference to ”what we have heard, seen, 
and our hands have touched2) tell you generally about the nature of 
the Lhristian faith, and particularly our fellowship with God“ What 
is John trying to get across about ”fellowship with God“2

q. Why should we trust eyewitness testimony of Jesus’ life over the 
criti3ues of people who lived long after He ascended back into 
Heaven“

T. Why is fellowship only possible with God and each other through 
Jesus“

I. Khese verses paint a picture of pure, sweet communion with God, 
which many of us do not en1oy so regularly. What are some of the 
reasons our own fellowship with God may be lacking“
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Walking in the Light  (1 John 1:5-10) 

John moves from his opening comments about Jesus as fully God and fully 
man and our fellowship with him, to teaching about our sin problem. He 
:rst teaches that God is neither sinful, nor the cause of any human sin. He 
then teaches that if we love God, then we will hate sin and see a change in our 
lives as we learn to confess our sin and have victory over it. 55Khis is what it 
means to walk in the light.5 And, though our goal is to not sin, the fact remains 
that though we can and will grow in holiness we will never be without sin in 
this lifetime. 5Kherefore, we will continually need to repent of sin and seek 
forgiveness from Jesus who died for our sin in our place.

For Discussion:

4. Mn looking at verses 0?4', what is a ma1or hindrance to en1oying true 
fellowship“ What claims do people make to pretend that sin doesnSt 
eBect their relationship with God“

q. Mf according to Ccripture there is no condemnation in Lhrist (Yo?
mans -j4) and our guilt has been removed (Hebrews 4'jqq), then 
why does our sin still get in the way“ 

T. How did becoming a Lhristian alter your view of your own sinful?
ness“ 

I. How has repentance of sin and Jesus’ cleansing brought healing and 
new life to you“ 5Why is it important that we know that Jesus not 
only forgives our sin but also cleanses us from the stain of our sin 
and the sins that have been committed against us“



Walking with God

Jesus Christ Our Advocate (1 John 2:1-6)

John's chief concern in this letter has been communicating the possibility for 
every Christian to have joy in fellowship with God, along with the serious 
prospect of the joy of that fellowship being temporarily lost through living a 
life of sin. He wants Christians to take their sin with the utmost seriousness, 
knowing it can destroy this precious communion, which alone has the ability 
to bring joy. He further demonstrates how the joy of that fellowship can be 
restored - namely through the continual application of the gospel to oneself 
through a daily life of faith and repentance. Basically, John points out that sin 
is inexcusable. Therefore, we ought not to seek to justify our sin or blame it in 
on someone else. It ought to be taken seriously and not treated lightly, but sin 
is inevitable. Until we die we will have to deal with the reality of indwelling 
sin in our lives, and sin is forgivable because of God’s mercy through Christ. 

C.S. Lewis wonderfully demonstrates this dynamic of faith and repentance 
in, The Horse and His Boy. It is the story of a little slave boy named Shasta and 
a horse who had been kidnapped. Both had evil and oppressive masters and 
when brought together, they made plans to escape. Their conversation reads:

“’By the way, I suppose you know how to ride?’ said the Horse. 
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‘Oh yes, of course,’ said Shasta. ‘At least, I've ridden the donkey.’ 

‘Ridden the what? In other words you can't ride. That's a drawback. I'll have 
to teach you as we go along. If you can't ride, can you fall?’ 

‘I suppose anyone can fall,’ said Shasta. 

‘I mean can you fall and get up again without crying and mount again and fall 
again and yet not be afraid of falling.’

‘I - I'll try,’ said Shasta. 

‘Poor little beast,’ said the horse in a gentler tone. ‘I forgot you’re only a foal. 
We'll make a ”ne rider of you in time.’ 

This is a wonderful picture of what it means to live the Christian life. Every 
time we fall, we are called to get back up again, looking to God's love and 
provision for us in Christ, our advocate. zWe are to repent of our sins, recog-
niFe our own powerlessness, and try again in dependence upon him. As time 
goes on, we will ”nd ourselves staying on the horse longer and longer. Other 
lessons in the Christian life will help us break our besetting sins, just as there 
are other things to learn in riding a horse besides how to fall, but learning to 
fall in such a way that you get up again is foundational. 

Drancis Denelon said, “Yo not be discouraged by your faults. Bear with your-
self in correcting them, as you would with a neighbor.  Lewis says we may be 
sure that perfect chastity, like perfect charity, will not be attained by human 
e(orts. )ou must ask for God's help, and even when you have done so, it 
may seem to you for a long time that no help, or less help than you need, 
is being given. Never mind. After each failure, ask forgiveness, pick yourself 
up, and try again. However important chastity Mor courage, or truthfulness, 
or any other virtue2 may be, this process of repentance trains us in habits of 
the soul that are more important still. It cures our illusions about ourselves 
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and teaches us to depend on God. We learn on the one hand, that we cannot 
trust ourselves even in our best moments, and, on the other, that we need not 
despair even in our worst, for our failures are forgiven.

For Discussion:

1. In 3:1, what is John’s purpose in writing these things? How does 
what he has written in these ”rst six verses of chapter 3 relate to that 
goal?

3. Notice that although John says he has written these words so we 
“would not sin,  he is also realistic by following it with, “But if 
anybody does sin...  What solution does John suggest on a personal 
level? How should this manifest itself on a daily basis? What are 
some other ways we seek solutions for our sin? Why do we seek other 
solutions, and why are they inade4uate?

0. Essentially, John is calling us to a life of ongoing faith and repen-
tance. What is repentance? What is its role in the Christian life? Why 
is it so important, and why are we doomed to a life of discourage-
ment and depression without it?

;. Practically speaking, what does it mean to “walk as Jesus walked? 
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Living in the Light (1 John 2:7-14)

Not only are Christians supposed to hate sin, they are also supposed to 
love God Mdemonstrated in their obedience to His Word2 and love fellow 
Christians. Here John basically restates Jesus’ summary of the Old Testament 
in qatthew 33:0;-;! where He taught that the commands of the Bible were 
intended to show us how to love God and other people. Conversely, anyone 
who claims to be a Christian but has hatred toward a fellow Christian is 
actually living in the evil of darkness, thereby ruining his life and his church. 

Indeed, these simple points of loving God by obeying Him and loving His 
people are the twin pillars of church life. In this section God intends for us to 
learn that our theology is not just ideological, but also intensely practical, and 
to be lived in our daily lives by obeying God and loving people5 otherwise, we 
may be orthodox with our beliefs and heretics with our behavior.

Love of our neighbors is proof of our love of God. It is one of the ways we love 
God. Such a love will be a visible love and serves as a test of authentic faith. It is 
a way that invisible love to an invisible God becomes visible. To claim to love 
God without loving one’s brother, whom God himself loves, is a spurious 
claim. To hate or act indi(erently to your brother is a failure to acknowledge 
God at the most basic core of who he is. zIt indicates one’s claim to know God 
is false.

John then ”nishes this section with words of encouragement for the whole 
church. Yespite our sin, and in our striving to love one another even when 
it is di7cult, true believers in Christ are forgiven, know Jesus and the Dather, 
are strong, have overcome Satan, and have the very word of God abiding in 
us by the Spirit6
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For Discussion:

1. John learned from Jesus that love for God precedes and causes obe-
dience to God Me.g. John 1;:1–,31-3;2. How does this di(er from 
the teaching of other religions that if you obey God, he will love 
you?

3. Why does love for God naturally produce obedience to God?

0. What command is John writing about in verse 8? How can it be new 
and old at the same time? What gives the commandment a sense of 
newness since Jesus’ coming?

;. How can Christian love for one another be a means of non-Chris-
tians’ better understanding the gospel? Is there any ChristianMs2 
who you are not on loving terms with and need to forgive or make 
amends with? What is your plan to do so?
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Do Not Love the World, But Abide in Christ (1 John 
2:15-27)

Worldliness in the Bible does not mean that Christians are to abstain from 
culture, but rather that we should abstain from the ways of thinking, valu-
ing, and behaving that are contrary to God’s will, as revealed in Scripture. 
John describes worldliness as the cravings of our sinful 9esh Mgluttony, sexual 
perversion, drunkenness, etc.2, lust of our eyes Msexual lust, coveting, etc.2, 
and arrogant pride that causes us to focus on ourselves without ever thanking 
God. zTherefore, John reminds us that this fallen world in its present form is 
going to burn up in the end5 but if we belong to God we will live forever with 
Him, and so we must remain ever vigilant to love God and not the world. 

qany people believe the Biblical understanding of ‘the world’ refers to the 
material earth. This is not how the Bible measures the world. The Scriptures 
are clear that the earth is the Lord’s and that it is good and will be redeemed 
in the end. It has been given to us to enjoy. Good relationships, laughter, 
beauty, music, work, good food and drink are all gifts from God meant for 
our pleasure, sustenance and enjoyment. In this sense, Christianity is world- 
a7rming. When Biblical writers speak of the world negatively, they mean the 
world system as it has been perverted and serves as opposition to the believ-
er. This refers to the world of untamed desire and arrogance, including all 
anti-Christian structures, methods, goals and ideologies. People are ‘worldly’ 
when they operate by standards solidly opposed to God’s. ‘Worldliness’ is 
apparent whenever we take the good things of God and use them in ways he 
never intended them to be used. 

It is this misuse that John has in mind when he speaks of the cravings of 
sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does. 
The problem of worldliness occurs when we don’t receive God’s gifts with 



qURRA) qCLELLAN1L

thanksgiving and enjoy them in the context and way he intended. The gift of 
wine can be corrupted and used for drunkenness. The gift of material objects 
can become idols of extravagance. The gift of sexuality can be distorted in 
adultery. zThe gift of work can be used to gain power. zThe good gifts of God 
can be misused to sinful ends. Worldliness does not just take place in our 
behavior, but in our hearts. In fact, both James and Jesus indict their hearers 
for the worldliness seen in their prayer lives. Wise Christians will be aware of 
how subtle and insidious the world can be in its ability to infect them, their 
thinking and their actions.

The predominate characteristic of an antichrist is one who has gone astray 
and now seeks to lead others astray through false teaching. It is not an overtly 
contemptible character which identi”es one as an antichrist, but his or her 
twisting of the truth and propagation of lies.

Practically speaking, we see people who appear to lose their salvation all the 
time, but John tells us if they walk away, you can rest assured that they were 
never really saved in the ”rst place, no matter what appearances may have 
seemed. One’s presence in the church does not guarantee their perseverance in 
the faith, but those who truly are “anointed by the Holy One  M3:3!2 M that is, 
born of the Spirit - will persevere to the end. This teaching should prevent us 
from having false presumptions, and ought to lead to examine ourselves from 
time to time to test and see if we are truly in the faith. However, it ought not 
to lead us to anxiety about our salvation, but ought to give us con”dence that 
if God has caused us to trust in Christ, then God will keep us. We need not 
live in fear. God is faithful even in the midst of our 9uctuating faithfulness.

qany Christians look for some secret to make their lives easier and free from 
struggles, but no such secret exists. The Christian life is always a battle. If 
people don’t realiFe this and fruitlessly wait for the ”ghting to abate, they 
will either think God is not faithful Msince he is not providing an end to the 
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warring2, or that they are doing something wrong. Either way, a person will 
be left continually frustrated. This may lead them to either throw in the towel 
all together and scrap the Christian faith as unable to deliver what it promises, 
or they may hold on to their beliefs, but cease striving and give in to despair. 
Only people who look reality right in the face and realiFe they are engaged in 
a life-long war against their sin, the world and the devil, will live the Christian 
life with Feal. It is in this reality that we apply the Gospel, resting and relishing 
in Christ’s sacri”ce. We ought to realiFe a couple of things about the con9icts 
that we face. 

1. Dirst of all, God uses them to change us and transform us. God is concerned 
more for our holiness than our immediate and temporary happiness, because 
he knows that ultimately, holiness is the high road to eternal happiness with 
him. Struggle changes us and serves to prepare us to live with God and dwell 
with him. 

3. Secondly, in the midst of con9ict, we ought to realiFe that the battle belongs 
to the Lord. He will bring to completion the work he has begun in us. He has 
promised to give us the necessary strength to withstand the temptation if we 
will come to him in dependence, expressed in prayer5 where we acknowledge 
that apart from him, we can do nothing, but that we can do all things through 
Christ Jesus who strengthens us.

For Discussion:

1. According to these verses, what do you think John means by “the 
world?  What things do you think are sometimes wrongly included 
in that term?

3. What does it mean to “love not the world?  In what ways does God 
love, and not love, the world? How does this principle of “being 
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in the world, but not of it  manifest itself in Jesus’ life? What are 
the conse4uences if we don’t have a right understanding of this 
principle?

0. What is it about the world that makes it so alluring and attractive to 
us? What are the motivations John gives us to refrain from loving 
the world improperly? How does one keep these motivations at the 
center of one’s heart and mind?

;. According to verses 1N-38, what characteriFes the antichrist and an-
tichrists? What is the central evil action in which they are engaged?

–. What does verse 1O tell us about those who have professed faith in 
Jesus Christ, but later deny him? What does it tell us about their 
salvation?z Were they once saved and then lost their salvation? Or 
were they never saved in the ”rst place? How should it a(ect the way 
we live?

L. What are the two resources we have to prevent us from being led 
astray? To what do each of those things refer, and how do we main-
tain them in our lives?

8. This passage reminds us that the Christian life is a battle from 
beginning to end and that there will always be opposition until 
resurrection at the second coming of Jesus. What di(erence does it 
make in our lives to grasp hold of this truth? Why is it important 
to know this? What other biblical truths can encourage us in the 
ongoing con9ict which is part and parcel of the Christian life?



Children of God

The Blessing of Being a Child of God  (1 John 2:28-3:3) 

In this passage, John continues to motivate and encourage us to protect 
and enjoy the relationship we have with God. The encouragement is 
brought to us by reminders of the second coming of Christ, warning us 
to keep from sin and walk in godliness as we await his appearance and 
the corresponding judgment. God has made us his very children, with 
all the status and privilege that is implied in that relationship.  We may 
enter into his very presence with great conSdence and joy. Otill, we ought 
to make sure the evidence of that standing with God is present in our 
lives.

“ur fundamental identity is to be grounded on the fact that FGod is my 
loving, heavenly ”ather, and I am his beloved child.P (eople obviously 
get their identity from many things, such as physical appearance, work, 
success, family background, possessions, etc. The strength -however du)
biousM of such identities is that for a time, they make us feel good about 
ourselves, and others respond to us based oU them, however faulty they 
may be. Oince such identities work for a time and our culture responds 
to them, they are powerful inRuences. 
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It is diDcult not to buy into the belief that such things can give us signiScant 
identity. Ell of us are swayed at one time or another to pursue our identities 
along these lines. ?owever, the long term conse’uences are disastrous. 

We have a far more ama:ing identity in Jesus.  We are children of God. 
Boes that not ama:e you1 There are two reasons why we donKt share JohnKs 
ama:ement3 we forget from whence we came and where we are going. We do 
not reali:e the privileges of our position. The news that John gives will never 
ama:e us as long as we feel that in some way we deserve that status of children 
of God. It is only as we understand the truth that by nature, we are objects of 
GodKs wrath and deserve only the most severe judgment and condemnation, 
that wonder and ama:ement characteri:e our response. God had no reason 
to treat us as children. In our fallen state we are his enemies. 4ut he treats us 
as sons in whom he delights and whom he loves in the same way he loves his 
Oon who was sinless and did nothing but completely please his ”ather. Yntil 
we begin to grasp this, we will never be thrilled by this truth. God takes the 
initiative in our adoption. ?e does so not for anything worthwhile which he 
sees in us, but in spite of all of the ugliness, hate, and rebellion which he sees in 
our hearts. God is in the business of adopting delin’uents. End even now he 
is daily holding our hand, teaching us to grow up into this wonderous reality.

“ur choices ought to be inRuenced by the fact that what we most long to 
hear and what will give us the greatest happiness and pleasure is our 2ord 
saying, FWell done, my good and faithful servant.P Es John says, we want to 
be conSdent and unashamed at his appearing.

For Discussion:

5. What truths about ChristKs second coming ought to motivate us 
toward godly and pure living, and how do they motivate us1
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q. Would you say you generally think about the second coming as a 
motivation for living1 If not, why not1 Why is it to our detriment 
to think of ChristKs return infre’uently1 What steps can you take to 
think on it more often, and live in the light of it1

8. Why does John tells us we are adopted children of God with a sense 
of ama:ement, wonder, and awe1 Bo you think on this truth with a 
sense of ama:ement1

x. Eccording to J.I. (acker, the richest answer to the ’uestion, FWhat 
is a Christian1P is, Fone who has God for his ”ather.P What things 
are implied in this truthful understanding about GodKs relationship 
to us1 What are the positive results when we understand this1 Why 
do we Snd it so diDcult to live in light of this truth1

–. Ere we children of God because we behave righteously, or do we 
behave righteously because we are children of God1



AYLLEN AC2022EHqq

Righteousness & Love: Two Marks of a Child of God (1 
John 3:4-24) 

What John is saying is that real change in our characters ought to be demon)
strated. In fact, if we are truly children of God, our lives will manifest change 
in growth in holiness and love. If we donKt see growth in godliness -though it 
may not always take place at the speed we wantM then we need to take a serious 
look at the reality of our profession of faith. We might also add that the reason 
John states his position in such clear 

categorical terms is to confound the false teachers who because of their false 
beliefs about the nature of salvation were indiUerent to sin and denied its 
gravity. To them and to those whom they were inRuencing, John was de)
claring the incompatibility of the unrepentant practice of sinning in the 
Christian life.

When John says that sin is lawlessness -83xM, he removes the ability to treat 
it lightly and euphemistically as 6temperamental weaknessesK or 6personality 
problemsK on which we might blame on our parents. 4y stating it the way he 
does, he drives home the fact that sin is not merely a negative failure but an 
active rebellion against GodKs will, and a violation of his holy character and 
law. Implied also in the idea of law is the 2awmaker.  When one sins, he or 
she is not merely violating an abstract principle, but rather rebelling against 
the 2awmaker himself. (ersonally, it never really bothered me to transgress 
against an abstract principle, but it disturbs me deeply to know that I have 
oUended God, the one who has gone to great lengths to demonstrate his love 
for me. It is important to understand sin relationally rather than abstractly.

John tells us that Christ Fappeared in order to take away our sins,P -83–M and 
Fto destroy the works of the devilP -839M so both sinKs condemnation and its 
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power over us are taken away. We are thus set free to enjoy fellowship with 
God and to Sght against sin. To fail to do either of these is incompatible with 
being a Christian. Jesus forgives sin.  Jesus destroys its power. Jesus enables us 
to see our sin as a personal assault rather than an abstract concept.

Just as righteous living is evidence that we have been born of God, love for the 
brethren is evidence that we have passed from death to life. JohnKs concern 
is that those to whom he is writing have a communion with God and one 
another which is free and unrestricted. 

“ur cultureKs obsession with love primarily highlights love as a subjective 
e7perience. It is deSned as a feeling by which we are overwhelmed ) a passion 
which consumes us. It is essentially selSsh and self) centered in its character, 
focusing on 6meK and 6how I feel.K It is pursued as that which will make me 
happy. The negative conse’uences of this notion of love are legion. Es soon as 
feelings dissipate -one falls 6out of loveKM oneKs sense of obligation to the other 
-be it a person, a community or a societyM ends, and the other party is left to 
their own demise. (erhaps this is seen with no greater clarity than in marriage 
and peopleKs attitudes towards it.

Traditionally, marriage had the force of lifetime commitment to the other 
person ) to be there for him or her and to be 6forK the spouse no matter 
what. Aarriage vows which were once a promise of future love are now seen 
as nothing more than a proclamation of present feelings. The essence of 
love is not seen as commitment to sacriSce oneself for anotherKs well)being 
-regardless of whether such a commitment is accompanied by feelings of love 
and warmth.M  We hear statements like, 6We just arenKt in love anymoreK or 
6The spark is gone.K 4ecause our obsession is with feeling good rather than 
being good.  “ur commitment to anything greater than ourselves is avoided 
and so our families, our friends, our churches, our communities and our 
society are weakened.
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(robably a number of impediments and obstacles to loving others can be 
mentioned. E common one is our own selfishness. If something is going to 
cause us pain, discomfort or even inconvenience that might reduce our own 
temporary pleasure, then we often avoid it like the plague. Indeed, when we 
begin to reRect on our own lives with any honesty, we begin to reali:e that we 
are all paupers when it comes to loving others. Oo much of what passes as love 
is done only because it makes us feel better about ourselves and is convenient 
at the time. “ften it does not stem from a heart concern for anotherKs well)be)
ing. Lelating to this obstacle, but not identical, is our inability to recogni:e 
the needs others have. This often stems from self)centeredness and la:iness 
that does not work at recogni:ing their needs. We so often fail to ask ourselves, 
FJust what is going on in this personKs life, and what can I do to encourage 
him and above all, push him closer to God1P

In short, John wants us to understand that nobody can claim to love the God 
who laid down ?is life for them, only to turn around and be unwilling to do 
the same for their brothers and sisters I the others for whom Jesus died. There 
is a death to oneself and oneKs selSsh desires here -835JM. Leal love involves 
bearing one anotherKs burdens I loving Fin deed and in truthP -8359M I just 
as Jesus Srst loved us. 

For Discussion:

5. What is JohnKs deSnition of sin1 Why are Christianity and habitual 
sin incompatible according to this section1

q. John tells us in a very black)and)white terms, that we are either 
children of God who live righteously or children of Oatan who live 
sinfully. Taking into account JohnKs statement that Fanyone who 
claims to be without sin deceives themselves,P how are we to un)
derstand his statement in vs. K3 FHo one who is born of God will 
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continue to sin1P

8. What does John tell us about the nature of sin, and how does it give 
insight on your own sin1 ?ow does coming to Jesus change oneKs 
relationship to sin1

x. In calling us to a life of love, John Srst gives us an e7ample of hate, 
in part to help us understand love, and in part to call us to e7amine 
ourselves. What does this passage tell us about hate1 What is itKs 
object, itKs origin, itKs provocation, and how does it manifest itself, 
both overtly and subtly1 What does the presence of hate and the 
absence of love indicate about a person1

–. Ysing JohnKs words in verses 5J)59, how would you deSne love1 
Why is ChristKs death on the cross the supreme e7ample of love1 
?ow can that e7ample help you to love diDcult people1 ?ow is 
JesusK e7ample of sacriScial love much diUerent than what most 
people today consider love1

J. C.O. 2ewis wrote, FIt is easier to be enthusiastic about ?umanity 
with a capital 6?K than it is to love individual men and women, 
especially those who are uninteresting, e7asperating, depraved, or 
otherwise unattractive. 2oving everybody in general may be an e7)
cuse for loving nobody in particular.P What obstacles do we com)
monly encounter in seeking to love others1 What prevents us from 
practically loving others1 “f what truths can you remind yourself 
and what can you do to minimi:e this tendency1

L. (rivately think of three people in your life who are diDcult for you 
to love. Biscuss practical steps can you take to love them better1



The Love of God

The Spirit of Truth  (1 John 4:1-6) 

In an elaboration of what John has said earlier about false teachers (an-
tichrists), he conmrps our need to repain unyersuaded bv those who de-
Ciate frop the central truths of the .hristian faith  gJohn is concerned all 
throuxhout this letter about eWyosinx false teachers both throuxh the content 
of their teachinx and their lifestvles  Se pust discern which syirit(s) control 
and inTuence our teachers, either the Ayirit of .hrist or the syirit of Aatan g 
Ghere is reallv no stronxer wav of contrastinx copyetinx Ciews of realitv  O 
word or teachinx that claips to be frop zod, pav well cope frop Aatan  
Ghat is stronx lanxuaxe in a culture which Calues tolerance so deeylv  jf 
course, tolerance is one thinx and relatiCisp is another  Ghe forper ouxht to 
characteriLe the .hristian, the latter pust be seen as an eWtrepelv danxerous, 
if not dapninx, Taw  

OctiCe in our world are zod and Aatan, anxels and depons  Gherefore, Kust 
because sopeone has syiritual yower or insixht does not pean that the syir-
it(s) epyowerinx thep is frop zod  Ghis would obCiouslv include eCervthinx 
frop the occult to witchcraft, and syiritual teachers and relixious leaders who 
are both allexedlv .hristian and non-.hristian  Gherefore, we pust carefullv 
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test syirits bv the pessaxes thev conCev g Indeed, ]eCerv syirit that does not 
confess ”the real biblical4 Jesus is not frop zod: (316) 

For Discussion:

?  In 31?-’, John reCisits the toyic of false teachers  Shv is it ipyortant 
to test thep/ Shat sets thep ayart frop each other/ 2ow is JohnMs 
discussion helyful in our cultural clipate where yeoyle tend to 
belieCe no one relixious conCiction is anv better than anv other/

“  Shv are false teachersUyroyhets so yoyular/

6  Shv is it so ipyortant to be discerninx and to onlv epbrace the 
instruction of true teachers/
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God is Love  (1 John 4:7-21)

Ghis teWt is one of the xreatest and post thorouxh teWts in the entire Fible on 
what loCe is  It tells us that zod is loCe, that zod loCes us in JesusM death for 
our sins, and that zod xiCes us 2is loCe to share with one another  It further 
eWylains that true loCe is not yossible ayart frop zod, but that bv zod the 
2olv Ayirit we can loCe others as Jesus has loCed us  

Oll alonx, John has been concerned to pa9e certain that our coppunion 
with zod is Tourishinx  In this yassaxe, John xoes to xreat lenxths to conCince 
us of the realitv of zodMs loCe, as well as suxxestinx how trulv 9nowinx and 
relvinx on that loCe ouxht to aDect our dailv thin9inx and liCinx before zod  
Ghere are two yarticular wavs in which our liCes ouxht to be aDected bv the 
loCe of zod  

?  0irst, if we trulv 9now and relv on zodMs loCe we should no lonxer fear 
the condepninx Kudxpent of zod  0or ]he loCed us and sent his Aon to 
be the yroyitiation for our sins: (31??)  Ghus, Kust as zod has repoCed all 
obstacles to haCe fellowshiy with us, so too ouxht we to repoCe all obstacles 
to our fellowshiy with hip, rexardless of how badlv we pav haCe fallen frop 
obedience  

“  Aecondlv, if we trulv 9now and relv on zodMs loCe, self-sacrimcial loCe to 
others will naturallv Tow frop us g ]FeloCed, if zod so loCed us, we also ouxht 
to loCe one another: (31?“) 

Aope yeoyle loo9 to their circupstances to discern the loCe of zod g Ghe 
yroblep with basinx vour understandinx of zodMs loCe for vou based onlv 
on the circupstances of vour life, is that our circupstances and feelinxs 
Tuctuate pore often than the seasons  .hristianitv oDers no assurances that 
vour life will not at tipes be mlled with trependous di'culties and disay-
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yointpents  Ranv, if not post yeoyle, attribute an understandinx of zod 
with circupstances  Ghev sav, ]zod pust not loCe pe because    Rv business 
isnMt yrosyerinx    IMp still not parried    Rv parriaxe is terrible    I haCenMt 
been able to xet a Kob, etc : zodMs loCe is thus seen as Tuctuatinx wildlv  Ghere 
is no securitv in that  2oweCer, what John savs ipylicitlv in this yassaxe is that 
it is not bv our outer circupstances or bv our epotions that we deterpine 
whether zod loCes us  In essence he says, ]PonMt loo9 there  Oyyearances 
and feelinxs can be deceiCinx  Noo9 instead on two irreCocable xifts of zod1 
2e has xiCen us his Aon (Cs  ;,?5,?3) and he has xiCen us his Ayirit (Cs  ?6)  
Occordinx to John, there is no other irrefutable and infallible eCidence of his 
loCe1 ]Ghis is how zod showed his loCe aponx us : It is in realiLinx that he has 
xiCen vou his Aon and his Ayirit that vou are pade certain of his loCe  zood 
circupstances are no xuarantee of his loCe Kust as troubles are no xuarantee 
of his disyleasure  Shen vou are tepyted to loo9 at vour circupstances and 
draw the conclusion, ]zod doesnKt care about or loCe pe,: vou pust mW vour 
eves instead on these two xifts and mnd vourself lost in wonder that anvone 
could be so laCish and xenerous towards vou  Eo other yiece of eCidence can 
be stronx enouxh to oCerthrow the testiponv of these  Os John wrote earlier, 
]See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of zodL and so we are: (61?) 

J I  Mac9er writes, “’God is love’ is the complete truth about God so far as the 
Christian is concerned. Every single thing that happens to him/her expresses 
God’s love to him/her. God is love to him - holy, omnipotent love - at every 
moment and in every event of every day’s life. Even when he cannot see the why 
and the wherefore of God’s dealings, he knows that there is love in and behind 
them, and so he can rejoice always, even when, humanly speaking, things are 
going wrong. He knows that the true story of his life, when known will prove to 
be, as the hymn says, ‘mercy from first to last’ - and he is content. This kind of 
understanding of God’s love is necessary for living a healthy Christian life. Any 
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lesser understanding leaves us impoverished, weak, and in less than the best state 
of affairs.”

For Discussion:

?  Shv pust our demnition of loCe bexin with zod and now our 
feelinxs or oyinions of what loCe is/ Shat is loCe/

“  Ranv yeoyle loo9 at the outward circupstances of their liCes to de-
terpine whether zod loCes thep  Shat is the yroblep with doinx 
that/ Occordinx to John, how do we reallv 9now zod loCes us/

6  Shat pa9es zodMs xifts of his Aon Jesus .hrist and his Ayirit so 
yrecious in yroclaipinx his loCe for us/ Shat do thev accopylish 
in our liCes/

3  2ow does beinx secure in zodMs loCe aDect the wav we Ciew the 
chanxinx circupstances (sopetipes xood and sopetipes bad) of 
our liCes/

N  In Cerse ?’, John concludes, ]Ond so we 9now and relv on the loCe 
zod has for us : Shat do vou understand that to pean/ Shat does 
it pean to relv on sopethinx/ 2ow is 9nowinx and relvinx on zodMs 
loCe panifested in dailv liCinx/

’  If yerfect loCe driCes out fear, whv is it that we wal9 around in xuilt 
and fear so often/ Shat is the repedv to this/

[  Shat is vour reaction to the xreat yriCilexe and resyonsibilitv of 
beinx called to pa9e the inCisible zod Cisible throuxh a life of loCe/ 
In which relationshiys do vou post need to wor9 on deponstratinx 
this 9ind of loCe/



Life in God

His Commandments Are Not Burdensome (1 John 5:1-12)  

In this section John continues on his great theme of love. He begins by saying 
that once we embrace God’s love and love God in return out of our new 
hearts, we no longer need to serve God out of fear that He will send us to hell. 
Practically, this means that we do not need to seek to earn or merit God’s love 
by doing good things out of fear of going to hell. Instead, God’s love frees us 
from worrying about facing His wrath because Jesus has already supered in 
our ;lace on the crossS so we now can lovingly serve God freely from a ;lace 
of love, not fear. qubse—uently, because God loves us and we love God, we 
will also love the other ;eo;le whom God lovesCour Ahristian brothers and 
sisters. Wnd, if we are truly Ahristians who love God, we will love to obey 
God’s Bord because we know that He is loving and good and therefore so 
too are His commands.

‘eing labeled -born again’ tends to be a negative ;hrase in our culture, often 
referring to a certain segment of Ahristians who are seen as unbalanced, naive, 
semiMliterate, intolerant, sometimes selfM righteous religious fanatics. In my 
estimate, this stereoty;e makes the ;hrase less than hel;ful in communicating 
to those outside the church. However, even if the ;hrase may be unhel;ful 
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in our culture, the conce;t which underlies it is eTceedingly im;ortant and 
crucial to one’s understanding of the true nature of Ahristianity. (o be -born 
of God’ )which is John’s ;hrase for being bornMagain  means that God has 
given your heart s;iritual life so you are awakened to his ;resence. He has 
given you a desire to love and serve him, rather than rebelling against and 
hating him )however covert the hatred may be . Yather than referring to a 
movement within Ahristianity, being -born again’ is Ahristianity. Bhether a 
;erson uses a label like -born again’ is irrelevant.j ‘eing born of God is a reality 
not :ust a label.

(he outward marks of those born from above are? belief in and love for 
Jesus as God come in the Fesh to save us, love for others, and obedience 
to God’s commands. If all three are not ;resent, the claim to be born of 
God must be viewed with sus;icion. jHow do these three marks relate to 
one anotherKj zirstly, from what John says, the confession of Jesus as the 
Ahrist is foundational. jWny claim to be alive to God without that confession 
must be seen as categorically false. (he secondary characteristics of a life of 
love and obedience, which are also direct results of being made alive to God, 
must be ;resent, but they must ;lay a slightly secondary role. Bhile they are 
im;ortant, we never ;erfectly dis;lay these marks, because we are fallen. In 
the world, what you actually believe is seen as relatively unim;ortant as long 
as you are a loving, generous ;erson. 3ot so with the gos;el. John declares 
that what you believe is of great and determinative im;ortance. If a man or 
a woman does not believe that Jesus is God the qon, he or she cannot have 
been born of God and cannot be called a Ahristian. qtill all the marks are 
indis;ensable? zaith that does not lead to love is meaningless and love that is 
not based on faith is ;owerless.

If ;eo;le obey God’s commands because of fear that they will be re:ected, 
;unished, or have God’s love withdrawn if they do not obey, then obedience 
is very burdensome indeed. (hat is coerced obedienceS obedience under ;resM
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sure. (he Ahristian life under this motivation becomes ;erformanceMcenM
tered rather than acce;tanceMcentered. Wcce;tanceMcentered obedience 
comes from knowing that we have already been acce;ted by God, rather 
than obeying to be acce;ted. It is grace motivated and driven rather than 
fear motivated and driven. Be obey because God loves us, not to get him 
to love us. Be seek to ;lease God and walk in the way of his commands 
out of gratitude for what he has done, instead of out of fear of what he 
might do to us.

W second factor which makes God’s commands less burdensome is the 
reali”ation that they are not arbitrary, but are all intended for our good. 
God’s commands are lifeMgivingS it is only our sinful Fesh that tells us 
otherwise.j (hey serve as the o;erating manual for our lives and when we 
live by them, we are most ful4lled. Wlso, because God’s commands are a 
reFection of his character, when we live by them we are imitating God and 
taking on the ;erfection of his character.

Nven though his commands are not burdensome, that does not mean that 
they are always easy. ‘ecause we all have indwelling sin remaining in us, 
there will often be some struggle in obeying God’s commands. qtill, when 
we have struggled through and remained obedient, there will always be a 
:oy no matter how di1cult the struggle.

If we are to 4nd Jesus’ commands less burdensome, we must eradicate 
fearMdriven obedience by ;reaching the gos;el to ourselves. (he truth 
that Jesus has already obtained ;erfect com;lete acce;tance for us before 
God that cannot be withdrawn if we have ;laced our faith and trust in 
him removes fear. 9Be love because he 4rst loved usV )6?75 . Be must 4ll 
ourselves with the understanding that God lavished his love on us while we 
were still sinners, and allow that love to s;ill forth in obedient gratitude. 
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In short, we must 4ght to remind ourselves that God has nothing but our 
good in mind and his commands are for our good. Bhenever we are obeying 
God in order to avoid :udgment or gain acce;tance, or when we are viewing 
his commands as arbitrary, harmful and stunting to our humanity, then we 
will 4nd the commands burdensome. Bhen that ha;;ens, we must argue 
against such false thinking to convince ourselves of the truths of God’s love, 
acce;tance, and dedication to us.

!erses DM7x form an argument which sounds strange to our ears and which 
is somewhat hard to follow. qtill, the basic ;oint is sim;le enough? 9Jesus is 
who he claims to be M God in the Fesh who opered himself as a substitutionary 
sacri4ce for sin that we might be reconciled to God. (herefore believe in him 
or else forfeit your only ho;e for eternal life.V Bhat John is doing in this 
;assage is ;ointing to historical events which ;rove that Jesus is the Ahrist. 
Ws in a court where one must ;rovide the testimony of two or three witnesses 
in order to win the case, his evidence or testimonies are the following?

  Bater? Jesus was ba;ti”ed, and at that ba;tism the Holy q;irit deM
scended on him and the zather’s voice rang out saying, 9(his is my 
beloved son with whom I am well ;leased.V )Uatt. 2?7O 

  ‘lood? Jesus was cruci4ed as a sinMbearer and rose from the dead, 
thereby ;roving that the sacri4ce was com;lete and acce;table. He 
was 9declared to be the qon of God in ;ower according to the q;irit 
of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Ahrist our EordV 
)Yom. 7?6 

  q;irit?j Having believed on him, God s;eaks further testimony to 
our own hearts that Jesus is the Ahrist who has made us alive. In 
Jesus’s words? 9the q;irit of truth, who ;roceeds from the zather, 
he will bear witness about UeV )John 78?xD .
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(he three ;ieces of evidence or testimonies together ;rove beyond a doubt 
that Jesus is God in the Fesh, our savior.

Jesus is the Ahrist. Yeceiving or re:ecting this testimony is the most crucial 
res;onse a ;erson can make in this life. (he —uestion with which we are all 
faced is this? Have you received this testimonyK Lour rece;tion or re:ection in 
res;onse to the evidence is determinative both for your ;resent life, and your 
future life. W human analogy to this is marriage? Bhen a ;erson is asked, 9Wre 
you marriedKV the answer may be, 9yes,V or 9no,V but can hardly be, 9I’m not 
sure0V (he same is true for the —uestion, 9Lo you have lifeKV Nither you have 
life in Jesus or for all intents and ;ur;oses you have death. If you do not have 
Jesus, however full your life may seem, it lacks the vital lifeMgiving center, and 
thus is only a husk without any substance. 9Bhoever has the qon has lifeS 
whoever does not have the qon of God does not have life.V )8?7x . (he life to 
which John refers has as much to do with the here and now as it does with the 
future. Nternal life has less to do with the time frame and jmore to do with the 
—uality of life )having what really matters and makes life meaningful . Nternal 
life begins now.
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For Discussion:

7. How can we live in victory over the sin and tem;tations of the 
worldK 

x. Bhat does it mean that Jesus is the Ahrist and the qon of GodK

2. John tells us the commands of God are not burdensome. Bhat does 
he mean by thatK Lo you 4nd this to be true in your lifeK

6. How serious is it to re:ect the testimony of JesusK

8. In what ways is eternal life more than :ust living foreverKj qee also 
John 7O?2.
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Our Father Hears Us  (1 John 5:13-21)

In this section we also 4nd the fourth reason that the book was written, nameM
ly to enable us to have certainty about our salvation )8?72 . (his certainty of 
our salvation is incredibly im;ortant because without it we would live with 
continual fear and worry about whether or not God loved us, which is a 
terrifying way to live.

John’s desire is to enable his readers to res;ond to the —uestion, 9Lo you have 
the qon and, with him, lifeKV jHe, of course, wants them to be able to answer 
in the a1rmative and to be secure and assured of their standing before God. 
Bhat are the tests for determining whether we have lifeK Mne writer breaks 
John’s letter down into siT tests?

  (est of consciousness of sin )7 John 7?N,7O  

  (est of obedience )7 John x?2M8, x5  

  (est of freedom from habitual sin )7 John 2?5, 8?7N  

  (est of love for other Ahristians )7 John 2?76S 6?OMN  

  (est of belief )7 John 8?7  

  (est of overcoming the world and qatan )7 John x?72M76S 8?6  

qtill, there is some overla; in these tests. Mne can reduce the tests to three. 
Wssurance can be tested by )i  obedience to God’s commands, )ii  love for the 
brethren, and )iii  belief in, and love for, Jesus, the incarnate qon of God.

It might be hel;ful to ;oint out that while these tests are a means to assurance, 
they are not the grounds for assurance. Lour security is not rooted in the 
strength of your faith, but rather in the Mne in whom you have ;laced your 
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faith. (hat Jesus, the qon of God, died for sins and rose from the dead is 
our only certainty. He is our righteousness, our acce;tance, our welcome, 
our com;leteness before God. If you confuse the grounds for your assurance 
with the means of assurance then you turn the Ahristian faith back into a 
;erformance oriented religion, and lead yourself back into obeying God out 
of fear and insecurity. (o s;eak theologically, making this mistake confuses 
your :usti4cation with your sancti4cation. (he means of assurance needs to 
be seen as corroborating evidence that you have genuinely ;laced your trust 
in Jesus as your Eord and qavior, and your righteousness is a gift of God.

John closes this letter with the eThortation? 9Eittle children, kee; yourselves 
from idols.V Wn idol is anything which occu;ies the God’s ;lace, anything 
which drives your life, anything in which you trust to make you ha;;y and 
determines your behavior. Mur hearts are idol factories and we are called to 
continually root out idols. (o do this, you must 4rst discern what your idols 
are. ‘ecome utterly ruthless with yourself in asking the —uestions?

  9Is there anything besides God which is driving my lifeKj Bhat causM
es me to do things which are contrary to his commandmentsK jBhat 
things become the false motivation to kee; his commandmentsKV

  9Is there anything besides God which I believe I must have in order 
to be ha;;yKV 

Lou must convince yourself that these things, when elevated to a ;osition 
where they determine your behavior and ha;;iness, are dangerous and deM
structive to you. 

(hey ;ull you away from God, who alone can satisfy our longing hearts, and 
cause you to see him as less than su1cient to meet your needs, and cause you 
to insult him through disobedience and lack of contentment in him. (hey 
:eo;ardi”e your life. (his not to say that these things, whether they be success, 
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acce;tance, a com;anion, ;ros;erity, or health are inherently bad in and of 
themselves. (hey are not, and it is not necessarily bad to desire them. It is 
only when they are elevated to a ;lace in which they do not belong that they 
become evil.

Idols are one of the central concerns of qcri;ture and deserve to be eT;lored 
more. Be are only touching on it here. qtill, it is a com;letely a;;ro;riate way 
for John to draw things to a conclusion. qince idols com;ete with God for our 
hearts and make loving fellowshi; with God an im;ossibility, then to eThort 
us in this way only makes sense. Idols are at the heart of our ;roblems. Be 
must do everything we can to remove them and kee; ourselves from them. 
j9Eittle children, kee; yourselves from idols.V )8?x7 .
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For Discussion:

7. (he assurance of our salvation comes down to one issueS what is that 
issueK 

x. Wccording to the rest of the book that ;receded 8?72 what are evM
idences in a ;erson’s life that they have been saved by JesusK Bhat 
evidences in your own life do you lean on to hel; assure you of your 
salvationK

2. In verses 7NMxO, John begins to close the book with a Furry of enM
couraging truths and ;romises. Bhat are theyK Bhich do you 4nd 
the most encouraging and whyK

6. In the 4nal verse John writes, 9Lear children, kee; yourselves from 
idols.V Bhat is an idolK How do you go about discovering your main 
idolsK In light of John’s message in this book, was is this eThortation 
a ;articularly a;;ro;riate way to bring the book to a closeK

8. Bhat is the most im;ortant thing you will ;ersonally take away after 
studying this bookK
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