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Foreword

Presented by Murray McLellan, an unworthy sinner upon whom grace 
unimaginable has been poured by the kindest of Kings. I do not claim to be, 
nor seek to be original in the following manuscript. I seek to magnify and 
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been cruciUed to me, and 
I to the world. vnto him belong the glory and the dominion foreAer and eAer. 
Rmen.

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy 

city, 
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of 
the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the 
Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street 

shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.
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And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not 

for Himself;
And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till 

the end of the war desolations are determined.
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but 
in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice 
and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one 
who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is 
determined, is poured out on the desolate.”

D9an. :4(-7(V, 2KJ)2



Introduction

For years, I approached this passage of Scripture - this prophecy given to 
Daniel by God himself through his messenger, the angel Gabriel – through 
the lens of the common gap theory, which pushes the ful.llment of most of 
this prophecy to some time in the far distant futureH kowever, an under-
standing of the seventieth weeY as an event yet to taYe place is not the only 
interpretation of this passageH xou may not accept the view that I propose, 
but I hope you will eJamine it and see that it is indeed a very plausible 
interpretationH In fact, the interpretation that I will present to you .ts the 
conteJt of the rest of Scripture, which is centered on Cesus (hrist – how he 
would suLer and then enter his glory 2see 4uYe :57:)-:W’H

I would strongly encourage you to taYe the time to read the entire booY of 
Daniel in order to study the prophecy of the seventy weeYs in the conteJt of 
the whole booYH Bhen you do, you will see that time and time again, God 
has had but one answer for DanielMs plight in the land of OabylonH For every 
terror, for every trial, for every impasse, God has sent word of Tessiah to the 
weary prophetH From his youth, all the way to his old age, Daniel has been 
granted hope and assurance in the promise of a better day and a better AneH

Uhe saints of all the ages are a people of groaning, looYing, and trusting in 
God - in the promise of a SeedH From RdamMs .rst transgression, the promise 
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of God has echoed among the saints of the true and living God7 ”And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise ]literally ”crush31 your head, and you shall bruise His heel3 
2Genesis !7P)’H

Uhrough-out the Ald Uestament Scriptures, God continues to open up a view 
of this Seed - this promised Deliverer who will comeH For every wanderer, for 
every pilgrim, for every perpleJed soul, for every grieving sinner, the answer 
has been the same through the ages - ”4ooY to the promise of Cesus (hristj3

So, what should we eJpect as an answer from heaven, when Daniel is in the 
midst of great grief and prayer for his people, and cries for forgiveness and 
mercy, but yet another view of our Saviorj kow swift is our God to dispatch 
his angels 2and his human messengers’ to weary, weeping, praying, poor saints 
on earth, to speaY comforting words of Cesus to themH

UhatMs what our God does in this passageH See how the ever-faithful God 
hastens Gabriel to DanielMs prayer closet to give him sweet images of the 
(hrist - so that in his sorrow, grief, and shame, he might be comforted in the 
promised SaviorH 

God has one answer for all peoples of all ages - Cesus (hristj In ages past, 
GodMs answer was - ”Bait for the Tessiahj3 [ow, in our age of ful.llment, 
it is ”4ooY to Cesus (hristj ke is 4ordj ke has come and is soon returningj3 
It should be part of our daily eJperience, as the eJpectant bride, to be musing 
and dreaming of our beloved 4ordH

Rs we begin our study, may the 4ord give us an encouraging glimpse of 
himself in all his splendorH

Uhe booY of Daniel contains a grand presentation of the sovereignty of GodH 
From beginning to end, the sovereignty of God is displayedH Rs we approach 
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this speci.c prophecy of the seventy weeYs, given to Daniel through the 
messenger Gabriel, we want to establish some ground rules7 

PH Be do not want to accept any interpretation that rests on mere probabilityH 
Be want to accept only that which is supported by direct proof from Scrip-
tureH It is far better to have no eJplanation at all for a diCcult passage than to 
accept one which may turn out to be wrongH It is not easy to give up an idea 
when once we have committed ourselves to it, and for that reason we must be 
careful in what eJplanations we acceptH

:H Rny ”proof3 used to support any interpretation should come from the 
Scripture itselfH Rny information essential for the interpretation of every 
passage of Scripture is to be found somewhere in the Oible itselfH Be cannot 
taYe other historical writings or documents outside of the Oible and maYe 
them the foundation upon which we set the Oible in order to interpret itH Be 
are not to ”.t3 the Oible to outside sourcesH Nather, all other sources must 
be looYed at and Dudged by the Scriptures, which is the only reliable source 
of truthH Cesus said in his prayer to the Father, ”Sanctify them by xour truthH 
xour Bord is truth3 2Cohn PW7PW’H

Uherefore, we are not going to try to .t this passage into the history booYs and 
asY, ”How are we going to read this in light of the record of history given to us 
by men?3 Uhat would maYe the historical writings of men the grid of truth 
through which we interpret the OibleH I believe it is the other way aroundH 
Uhe Scripture is the bedrocY truthH It will give us what we need to YnowH It 
will eJplain that which is absolutely trueH Uhose who are enlightened by the 
koly Spirit have all that is needed to interpret the seventy weeYs passage, and 
it is found within the pages of Scripture itselfH



The Time Frame: Seventy 
Weeks

Let’s look once again at our text of Scripture.

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy 

city, 
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the most holy.”

[Within the time frame given - the seventy weeks - these things 

are going to happen.]

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of 
the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the 
Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. 
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And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not 
for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with 
a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many [for] one week; 
but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice 
and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one 
who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is 
determined, is poured out on the desolate.”

 (Daniel 9:24-27, NKJV)

Note: The word “for” is set ob in the aGove passage Gecause there is no word 
“for” in the HeGrew text. 

This is the prophecy of the seventy weeks. It is NOT the prophecy of 
four-hundred ninety years. There is a signi‘cant diberence. 5od has estaG-
lished clearly that this is a prophecy of seventy weeks, not a prophecy of 
four-hundred ninety years. The grouping of the time periods is more signi‘-
cant than the total time period. The weeks mentioned here are actually weeks 
of years and not days. The HeGrew word that is translated weeks is simply a 
word that means a group of seven. 5aGriel proclaims that seventy 1seven year 
periods’ have Geen estaGlished Gy 5od to Gring aGout the things mentioned in 
verse 24. Although this seems a little odd to us, it would not have Geen to the 
original hearers. The Jews kept track, not only of weeks of days as we do, Gut 
also weeks of years. They had not only saGGath days, Gut they had also saGGath 
years. The saGGath year came every seventh year. That was also considered as 
one week - one week of years. The HeGrew calendar then, had not only weeks 
of days, Gut also weeks of years (e.g. after seven weeks of years comes the year 
of JuGilee. See Lev. 2M:U-22).
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In the other places in the Gook of Daniel where Daniel uses the term weeks 
(e.g. Dan. U?:2 and U?:;), the HeGrew text speci‘cally uses the statement 
“weeks of days.” The phrase “of days” is added, I Gelieve, to clearly distinguish 
this as weeks of days as opposed to the weeks (of years) used in chapter 9.

Though the total extent of the seventy weeks of years is four-hundred ninety 
years, it does not have to Ge a complete four-hundred ninety years. It may Ge, 
Gut it does not have to Ge. Let me try to explain.

If I stated that something would happen in the seventieth week, does it have 
to occur in the four-hundred ninetieth yearj As long as it happens some 
time within the time frame of the seventieth week, it doesn’t matter whether 
it occurs at the very Geginning of that week, the very end, or sometime in 
Getween. In the case of this prophecy, it is to Ge ful‘lled sometime Getween 
the four-hundred eighty-third and four-hundred ninetieth years. This is the 
last set of seven years! the seventieth week. As long as the predicted events 
occurred sometime within that time frame of the ‘nal week of years, the 
prophecy would Ge ful‘lled.

I hope I haven’t confused anyone yet. There is a reason why this needs to 
Ge understood, Gut that will come up later. I’ll try to illustrate this for those 
of you who are having diBculty dealing with the whole concept of weeks of 
years. If you have grasped the concept, Iust skip down to the next paragraph. 
If I say that I’ll Ge at your house in six weeks (I’m talking our normal weeks 
of daysJ), does that mean it will Ge in exactly forty-two daysj It could Ge, Gut 
it doesn’t have to Ge. Day thirty-six Gegins the sixth week. Anytime within 
that sixth week ‘ts the framework term “week”. If I had said that I would 
Ge at your house in forty-two days, I could arrive any time that day. I have 
twenty-four hours to work with. Do I have to Ge arriving in such a way that 
‘lls up the entire twenty-four hour periodj If I arrived at U?:?? a.m., would 
you say, “Kut what aGout the remaining fourteen hours of the forty-second 
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dayj” No! any remaining time doesn’t matter, Gecause I did not say hours, I 
said days. That would Ge the limiting factor. As long as I am there sometime 
Gefore midnight on the forty-second day, I have ful‘lled my promise. 

In our passage in Daniel 9, what is the frameworkj It is weeks - speci‘cally 
weeks of years. 5aGriel declares to Daniel: 

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy 

city, 
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the most holy.”
(Literally “a holy of holies”)

(Daniel 9:24 KNJV)

The messenger’s choice of terms estaGlishes the framework! these things must 
occur within that time frame - sometime within the span of the ‘nal (sev-
entieth) week. They do not all have to occur at the same moment, Gut they 
do all have to Ge completed sometime during that seventieth week. If they all 
occurred at the very Geginning of the seventieth week, in the very ‘rst year 
of that week of years, would the prophecy Ge accuratej Yes. Whether they 
happen at the Geginning or the middle or the end is not stated Gy 5aGriel. 5od 
did not say four-hundred ninety years, Gecause the week was his framework 
for this prophecy. 



The Setting

Daniel had learned through Jeremiah that the period which God had set 
for the “desolations of Jerusalem” was just seventy years:  “In the Arst 
year of Darius the son of ,hasuerusM of the lineage of the kedesM who 
was made Cing over the realm of the -haldeans b in the Arst year of his 
reign IM DanielM understood Ly the LooCs the numLer of years speciAed 
Ly the word of the ORHD through Jeremiah the prophetM that (e would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem” 9Daniel 1:2b).B

,t this point in historyM the -haldeans 9qaLylonians. had just Leen conb
Puered Ly the kedes and 5ersiansB DanielM through reading the 5rophets 
9see Jeremiah )3:22b2;0 Jeremiah )1:24b260 and ) -hronicles ;T:)4b)2.M 
saw clearly that Jerusalem was to Le desolate for a determined seventy 
yearsB Jerusalem had Leen leveled and left desolate Ly the qaLylonians 9or 
-haldeans.B Nhe temple had Leen destroyed and the walls of the city torn 
downB Nhe remnant that survived this attacC were taCen and scattered 
among the qaLylonian empireB DanielM when he was Lut a youthM had 
Leen among those who were taCen to qaLylonB EowM nearly seventy 
years have passedM and the qaLylonian empire has fallenB DanielM through 
reading JeremiahM has come to the understanding that the determined 
time of seventy years of desolation is nearly completedB
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Fou can well imagine Danielxs eWcitement as qaLylon fell to the kedes and 
5ersiansB Uhat he read in the prophet Jeremiah was very clear: 

‘And this whole land [Israel] shall be a desolation and an 
astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are 
completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that 
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the 
LORD; ‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation. So I will 
bring on that land all My words which I have pronounced 
against it, all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has 
prophesied concerning all the nations’

9Jeremiah )3: 22b2;.

For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at 
Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward 
you, and cause you to return to this place. For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then they 
will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to 
you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for 
me with all your heart. I will be found by you, says the LORD, 
and I will bring you back from your captivity

9Jeremiah )1:24b26.

Daniel certainly eWhiLited the truth of the aLove passageM as he humLly conb
fessed his sin and the sin of his people in his seeCing prayer 9DanB 1: )b);.B 
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Daniel is moved Ly the grace of GodB (e has Leen reading Jeremiah and 
can see plainly how Israel has transgressed against the OordB (e Cnows what 
they deserveB Fet this great God promises restoration and forgivenessB Uhat 
gracez (is prayer reveals his ama?ement that the holy God of Israel did not 
completely destroy them from oE the face of the earthB Daniel Cnows that 
God saved a remnant for his own namexs saCeM Lecause of his great merciesB 
(e also reali?es that this restoration comes aLout only Lecause God acts for 
his own gloryB Daniel represented and interceded for his people and sought 
the Oord of grace with all his heartB ,s promisedM he found himM and the Oord 
sent his angelM GaLrielM to deliver this message of the seventy weeCs to DanielB

qefore Israel had ever fallen to qaLylonM God foretold that qaLylon would lay 
Israel desolate for seventy yearsB Sollowing that timeM God would lay qaLylon 
desolateM and when Israel humLled itself and sought the OordM God would 
return them to the land of IsraelM where the city and its temple would Le 
reLuiltB 

“And those who escaped from the sword he carried away to 
Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons until 
the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed 
her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to 
fulfill seventy years.” 

9) -hronicles ;T:)4b)2.

Nhe conteWt of ) -hronicles ;T:23b21 records the historical event that Jereb
miah had foretold0 the fulAllment of the fall of Jerusalem to the -haldeans 
9qaLylonians.B Jerusalem is leveled and left desolate for seventy years to fulAll 
the word of the Oord Ly the mouth of JeremiahB In thisM God is giving the land 
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its saLLath restM which was not done Ly the disoLedient IsraelitesB Jeremiah 
prophesied not only of the desolation of JerusalemM Lut also of its restoration 
and reLuildingB NhisM tooM is recorded for us in ) -hroniclesB

Eow in the Arst year of -yrus Cing of 5ersiaM that the word of the ORHD 
Ly the mouth of Jeremiah might Le fulAlledM the ORHD stirred up the spirit 
of -yrus Cing of 5ersiaM so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
CingdomM and also put it in writingM sayingM 

Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth 
the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has com-
manded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in 
Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May the LORD 
his God be with him, and let him go up! 

9) -hronicles ;T:))b);.

Darius the kede and -yrus the 5ersian were cobrulers for two yearsB EowM 
in -yrusx Arst year as sole rulerM he maCes a proclamationB Uhere did -yrus 
get the idea for this proclamationF God is the one Lehind this proclamation 
that will fulAll his promiseB !nliCe 5haraoh of Ygypt who would not let Israel 
goM -yrus commands the people of Israel to goB (is commandM of courseM is a 
result of the worC of GodB 

Y?raM chapter 2M Legins with eWactly the same words as the end of ) -hroniclesB 
Nhere is a reason that this is repeatedB Nhis is a very important command and 
is central to several signiAcant propheciesB ’o there would Le no mistaCe aLout 
this prophecyM and the timing of itM God has it repeated and then has -yrus 
put it in writingB (e then maCes sure that it is recorded in the Uord of God 
in several placesB Nhis is deAnitely a Cey eventB 
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Nhis CnowledgeM given Ly JeremiahM moved Daniel to his Cnees in confession 
and prayerB Danielxs prayer was impelled Ly an understanding of the revealed 
will of God found in the ’cripturesB (is prayer has to do with the cityM the 
sanctuaryM the people of GodM and the desolations of the cityB Nhese are the 
same suLjects that occupy the prophecy the angel GaLriel Lrings to Daniel in 
response to his prayerB 



God's Response to 
Daniel's Prayer

Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin 
of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD 
my God for the holy mountain of my God, yes, while I was speaking in 
prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, 
being caused to .y swiftly,  reached me about the time of the evening 
oAering“ ”nd he informed me, and talked with me, and said, (O Daniel, 
I have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the beginning 
of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, 
for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand 
the vision: Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy 
city…9 :Daniel 20-4)-’aT

GodCs response to DanielCs prayer was in the form of a revelation brought 
to him by the angel, Gabriel“ Gabriel stated that the period of seventy years 
of captivity were to be followed by a period of seventy sevens :or weeks of 
yearsT“ –he command or decree of Jyrus which was to bring the captivity 
to an end M freeing the Uews and granting them liberty to return to their 
own land and rebuild the city and sanctuary M was also the starting point 
of the (determined9 period of seventy weeks of years0 (Know therefore and 
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understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build 
Jerusalem …9 :v“ -ZT“

Wcripture clearly establishes that command as having been made by Jyrus“ 
It was a command that originated with God“ God stirred him to give this 
proclamation and even had it put in writing“ –his then is given as the starting 
point of GabrielCs seventy weeks of years“ –he decree of Jyrus in the jrst year 
of his reign M in which the city and temple were rebuilt under xerubbabel 
and Uoshua M signaled both the termination of the seventy years of captivity 
and also the starting point for the prophetic period of seventy weeks that had 
been (determined9 or measured out in the council of heaven upon the people 
and the holy city“ ;here the one period ended, the other M =ust seven times 
longer M was to begin“

One of the key features of the revelation Gabriel brought to Daniel was the 
precise measure of time :si7ty)nine weeks+ i“e“ S2 P 3 C S-T to (Yessiah, the 
Drince9 and the time when Yessiah would be (cut oA“9 

It is interesting to note that the angel Gabriel, who brought these marvelous 
predictions to Daniel, is the same angel who announced the coming of their 
fuljllment to xacharias and Yary :Wee Luke 5055)53, 52)-4, -S)EET“



Six Things to be 
Accomplished
9:24

I. “to nishe ter tagih”arhhsoim 

Daniel, in his prayer, confessed the sins of his people – the sins for which 
God had brought upon them the desolation of their city and sanctuary. 
However, the sins of Daniel’s people were not yet Inished. Tn fact, in this 
prophecy, the angel Gabriel revealed to Daniel that a far more terrible 
sin – the very culmination of the sins of the people – was yet to be 
committed by them. “his was to happen within the period ”determinedq 
by the prophecy. “he consejuence of this sin would be a Nudgment far 
more severe than that wrought by zebuchadne((ar.  Tt  would lead to 
the utter destruction of the city, the sanctuary, and the sweeping away 
of the nation as ”with a 2oodq 6v. )A-. : greater transgression was yet 
to be committed which would lead to an even greater desolation. “his 
desolation would be of age7long duration.

“he deInitions of the phrase ”to Inishq are1 ”to bring an end to,q ”to com7
plete,q ”to fulIll,q or ”to Ill up.q Tn zumbers M1U, it is used to refer to Roses 
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having ”fully set up the tabernacle.q “he same root word is used in U Sings 
M1FU to indicate that kolomon had ”Inished the building of the tabernacle.q 

‘or Daniel, it was disturbing news that the full measure of Tsrael’s trans7
gression was yet to be completed. Tn his prayer, he had ac;nowledged, ”9Les, 
all Tsrael has transgressed Lour law, and has departed so as not to obey Lour 
voicex therefore the curse and the oath written in the 8aw of Roses the servant 
of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him’q 
6Dan. 31UU-. “heir transgression had brought about this present desolation. 
Tmagine Daniel’s grief now upon hearing this news. He had Nust Inished 
pouring out his heart in confession and he is told that his people are not done 
their transgressing. “he transgression is yet to be ”Illed upq or ”Inishedq and, 
according to verses )A7)M, the consejuences of this completed transgression 
would be a far greater desolation than what they were presently eJperiencing.

Tn Ratthew )W1WU7W), ?esus ma;es reference to this as he spea;s to Daniel’s 
people in his day1 ”9“herefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are 
sons of those who murdered the prophets. ‘ill up, then, the measure of your 
fathers’ guilt.’q “heir fathers 6Tsrael of old- transgressed against the covenant 
established at Rount kinai and thus received the curses promised to those 
who disobeyed 6kee 8ev. )A and Deut. )5-. Tn the conteJt of Ratthew )W, 
?esus has been giving the ?ewish leaders a pronouncement of woes. “he word 
woe means to be cursed. 

Phen Tsrael of old transgressed, they were warned by the prophets. “he 
prophets called them to turn from their idolatry and the sin of forsa;ing 
their God. Phat was the nation’s response to the prophets and their message 
from God himselfO “hey sawed some in two. “hey threw some in pits. “he 
prophets were stoned. “hey were slain with the sword. “he Tsraelites refused 
to listen to the prophets. “hus, the predicted curses came upon them – the 
desolations. 
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?esus, in Rathew )W, tells the ?ewish leaders that they are proving to be sons 
of their fathers. ”“herefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are 
sons of those who murdered the prophets.q ?esus Ehrist has now comeB God 
had sent his servants, but now God has sent his own kon – the HeirB 

“he phrase ”Ill upq used in verse W) of Ratthew )W, is a synonym for the 
Hebrew word translated ”Inishq in Daniel 31)0. Phen ?esus says, ”‘ill up, 
then, the measure of your father’s guilt,q he is telling them to bring their 
transgression to its complete fulIllment – its complete end 6i.e. ‘inish the 
transgression begun by your fathers, who ;illed the prophets-. “hey did com7
plete the transgression. HowO [y reNecting and ;illing the ultimate prophetx 
the kon, ?esus EhristB 

“heir fathers had added to their transgression by refusing to hear and then 
by ;illing the prophets. zow, Tsrael did not receive God’s own kon. Tn fact, 
they performed the worst transgression imaginable – they cruciIed the kon 
of God. “he creature demonstrated its hatred and self7eJaltation in ;illing the 
Ereator. Phat an abominationB 

: few chapters earlier in Ratthew, ?esus related a parable that set forth the 
entire story for those who had eyes to see.

“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who 
planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and 
went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, 
he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive 
its fruit. And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed 
one, and stoned another. Again he sent them other servants, 
more than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then last 
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of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among 
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his 
inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, 
“He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his 
vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits 
in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 

the Scriptures: 
‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cor-
nerstone. This was the LORD’S doing, and it is marvelous in 

our eyes’?
Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from 
you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever 
falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it 
will grind him to powder.” 

6Ratthew )U1WW700-

:ccording to this parable, when they ;illed the heir, that did it – that Inished 
itB “hat Illed up the transgression and there was to be no more transgressing 
against this landowner. zow he would destroy them and lease his vineyard to 
other vinedressers who would render to him the fruits in their seasons. 

Tn Ratthew chapter )W, we see ?esus telling the Tsraelites of his day that they 
are about to fulIll this parable of the vinedressers1 

“Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons 
of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure 
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of your fathers’ guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you 
escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore, indeed, I send you 
prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and 
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues 
and persecute from city to city, that on you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of right-
eous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom 
you murdered between the temple and the altar. Assuredly, I 
say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing! See your house is left to you desolate.” 

6Ratthew )W1WU7W5- 

Tsrael has continued to transgress and Inishes the transgression 6Ills the cup, 
so to spea;- by crucifying the kon himself. Ehapter )0 of Ratthew continues1 
”Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up 
to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to them, ‘Do you not 
see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down’q 6Ratthew )01U7)-.

?esus spea;s of a coming desolation that will be the result of the ;illing of the 
Heir – the Inishing of the transgression of Tsrael against their God 6kee also 
8u;e U310U700x )U1)]7)0x :cts M1FU7F)-.

Gabriel tells Daniel that this Inishing of the transgression will be within 
the seventy wee;s prophesied. Tn fact, that transgression and all the other 
promises will occur as a result of the Ressiah’s being ”cut o…q 6Dan. 31)A-, 
which occurs during the seventieth or last wee; of the prophecy. “his, of 
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course, ma;es sense. Tf T said that seventy wee;s are determined to accom7
plish something, and then T accomplished it in the Irst wee;, T would have 
been more accurate had T said that one wee; is determined to accomplish 
it. T wouldn’t say forty days are determined, if T was going to do it in tenx 
T would say ten. “he Inishing of the transgression, along with all the rest 
of the siJ things stated by Gabriel will occur in the seventieth wee;.

II. “to kgdr gi rif oc hsihm

“he meaning of the phrase to ma;e an end of is1 to put away or abolish. 
Phere but by the sacriIce and satisfaction of Ehrist was an end made of 
sinsO 

He M?esus – our great High !riestN then would have had to su…er often 
since the foundation of the worldx but now, once at the end of the ages, 
He has appeared to put away sin by the sacriIce of Himself. 6Hebrews 
31)A, emphasis added-

“he marvelous wor;ing of God’s wisdom is impressive and ama(ingx the 
eJtreme sin of man serves to provide a complete remedy for sinB

Gabriel tells Daniel that seventy wee;s are determined and then one will 
come who can and will ta;e away sins. “he 8evitical system provided a 
temporary cover, but never too; sin away. ”For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and goats could take away sinq 6Hebrews U]10-. “hat is not 
possible. [ut when Ressiah comes, he will ma;e an end of sins. 

"And every priest  stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God…” 
6Hebrews U]1UU7U)-
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?esus sits down because he ma;es an end of sins through his sacriIce on 
the Eross. “he ultimate transgression of Daniel’s people will be used by our 
glorious God to ta;e away sins. Phat wisdomB 

III. “to kgdr arloilsqsgtsoi coa sisuystVm

“he word ”reconciliationq here is almost always translated ”atonementq in 
other passages. ‘or eJample, !salm M313 reads1 ”Help us, 4 God of our 
salvation, for the glory of Lour namex and deliver us and provide atonement 
for our sins, for Lour name’s sa;eBq “he word ”atonementq in this verse is the 
same Hebrew word that is translated ”reconciliationq in Daniel 31)0. 

:tonement for inijuity is promised to ta;e place within the ”determinedq 
seventy wee;s. :tonement and reconciliation are made by means of a propi7
tiatory sacriIce. How did Ehrist, in his death, placate the wrath and fury of 
God against inijuityO

But He [Messiah the Prince] was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our 
peace [i.e. reconciliation] was upon Him, and by His stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, 
every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.

6Tsaiah FW1F7A-

“he promised atonement occurred when ”the 84CD O laid on Him the 
inijuity of us all.q
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For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us MRessiah 
was cut o…N, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. 

6) Eorinthians F1)U-

[ut God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Ehrist died for us. Ruch more then, having now been NustiIed by 
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. ‘or if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled through the death of His kon, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. :nd not only that, but we also 
reNoice in God through our 8ord ?esus Ehrist, through whom we have now 
received the reconciliation. 6Comans F157UU, emphasis added-

Phat sweet promises for those who believeB

“his atonement and reconciliation were to be accomplished, and indeed 
were accomplished, within the seventy wee;s ”from the going forth of the 
command to restore and build ?erusalemq by Eyrus.

Ib. “to vasi” si rpraqghtsi” as”etroyhirhhm 

“his refers to the righteousness of God that comes from God. Tt is being made 
right with God forever. “his would also occur within the time period of the 
seventy wee;s. Phere does kcripture teach that the righteousness of God is 
to be discoveredO

‘or in it Mthe gospelN the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faithx as it is written, 9“he Nust shall live by faithq

6Comans U1UM-
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“he gospel is said to reveal the righteousness of God. !salm 351) also teaches 
this truth1 ”The LORD has made known His salvation; His righteousness He 
has revealed in the sight of the nations.q 

Phat really revealed the righteousness of GodO Phat eJplained how God was 
Nust in Nustifying sinnersO ‘or eJample, how could God maintain his integrity 
and accept DavidO How can our holy God be Nust and righteous and receive a 
sinner li;e David – an adulterer and a murdererO 4n what basis can David be 
receivedO “he only ground is by the Eross of Ehrist – where Ressiah was cut 
o…. “his was where mercy and truth met together. “his is where righteousness 
and peace ;issed. “he ErossB Tt is there that Nustice is satisIedx and because 
Nustice is perfectly satisIed, God is right to forgive David. He did not overloo; 
David’s sin. David’s sin was paid in full by his Cedeemer. God’s righteousness 
in receiving sinners into his ;ingdom of light is revealed in the Eross.

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is re-
vealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on 
all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified [declared 
righteous and treated as such] freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over 
the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the 
present time His righteousness Mnow and foreverN, that He 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

6Comans W1)U7)A-
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Cighteousness is the most prominent feature of the ;ingdom of God.

…for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but right-
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

6Comans U01UM-

: wor; was to be done, and indeed has been done, which was to bring in 
everlasting righteousness. 

For the moth will eat them up like a garment. And the worm 
will eat them like wool; but My righteousness will be forever, 
and My salvation from generation to generation.

6Tsaiah FU15-

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God – and righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion --- 

6U Eorinthians U1W]-

Tf you stand righteous before God in Ehrist, it is forever – it is everlasting.

b. “to hrgq yM pshsoi gif MaoMerlVm

“he term ”visionq is a term used of 4ld “estament prophecies Tt was one 
of the ways that God spo;e in time past to the fathers by the prophets in 
the giving of the 4ld “estament kcriptures. ‘or eJample, Tsaiah starts out his 
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prophetic writings1 ”“he vision of Tsaiah the son of :mo(Oq 4ld “estament 
prophecies were preparatory and typical in nature. “hese prophecies then, 
with their fulIllment in Ehrist, have served their purpose 6i.e. :cts )A1))7)Wx 
Heb. U1U7)x Ratt. UU1UW-. “herefore they are ”sealed up.q “his is one possible 
eJplanation for this phrase. 

“he other possible interpretation of this part of the prophecy is that it refers 
not to the closing up of the prophetic boo;s, but to a closing up of the minds 
of the people to the actual spiritual reality found in Ehrist. “heir eyes were 
blind to the fulIllment of these things 6:cts UW1)M7W]x U Eorinthians )1M7UAx 
Ratthew UW1U]7UM-.

Pe ;now from the kcriptures that both of the above are true 6although we are 
not sure which eJplanation best recovers the author’s intent777maybe bothB-, 
and both occurred in the seventieth wee;. 

bI. “to giosit ter Hoht �oqVm

8iterally this teJt says, ”to anoint a holy of holies.q “his language would 
most certainly have brought speciIc images to mind for the ?ewish reader. 
‘irst of all, he would have thought of the little room within the anointed 
tabernacle 6KJ. W]1))7WW- and later within the temple. “he tabernacle, all 
its holy utensils, including the ar; of the covenant, and even the high priest 
were anointed with a special oil 68ev. 51U]7U)-. “his anointing set apart the 
tabernacle as holy 7 the place where God would manifest his glorious presence. 
Tn light of where the zew “estament kcriptures ta;e us, it seems clear that 
this anointing with oil preIgures an anointing by the Holy kpirit. Tn ?ohn 
U1W)7WW, we see the Ehrist 6the :nointed 4ne- anointed by the kpirit. “his 
same event may well be what is referred to in a similar way in Dan. 31)F, with 
its reference to the anointing of the !rince.
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Phen was there an anointing of a holy of holiesx a most holy place for the 
manifest presence of GodO Phen was the Holy kpirit poured out to anoint 
a temple for God’s gloryO ‘irst and foremost, the anointed holy place was 
the true tabernacle 7 Ehrist himself in human 2esh 6see ?ohn U1U0 where the 
word ”dweltq is literally ”tabernacledq to show ?esus Ehrist’s fulIllment of 
the type-. ?esus is the true temple. zot only does the entire temple point to 
Ehrist, but each of its parts also. Tn particular, the most holy place, that little 
room where the annual sacriIce and sprin;ling of blood on the mercy seat for 
sin was made, provides an incredible picture of Ehrist as the ”placeq 6his 2esh- 
where a once7for7all sacriIce was made. :s such, ?esus ma;es reference to his 
death and resurrection as a destruction and resurrection of the true temple of 
God, which is his body 6?ohn )1U37))x Cev. )U1))-. 

kecondly, the church is identiIed as the temple of God through her union 
with Ehrist. He is the true temple and we, as his body, are also the true temple. 
Tn the zew Eovenant, beginning at !entecost, the church is anointed by the 
kpirit as the new holy of holies. Pe are the anointed. Pe are the temple. God 
is in his people 6Kphesians )1U37))x U !eter )1Fx U Eorinthians W1UA7UM-. 

!entecost occurred Ifty days after the resurrection. 4n that feast day, the 
Holy kpirit anointed a new holy thing 777 the church 777 to be the new holy 
of holies.

Pho sent the kpiritO ?esus Ehrist. “he resurrected and ascended ?esus, now 
seated on his throne, begins building a house for God 6:cts )1)37WAx ) kam. 
M1UU7UWx U Ehron. UM1U]7U0x ?ohn M1W3-. “he 4ld Eovenant was Inished. 
“he veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom as the old holy of holies 
was Inished as the place of the manifest presence of God. :t !entecost, the 
anointing of the new holy of holies came – as the kpirit was poured out upon 
the church of God – to be his new temple.
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“hese glorious events must be accomplished within the seventy7wee; period 
established by God and foretold by Gabriel. “hey all must happen within 
seventy wee;s from the time of the decree by Eyrus.

:ll of these siJ predicted events were to be accomplished within the deter7
mined or mar;ed7o… period – and God did fulIll his promisesB :ll of these 
things were accomplished in the Inal or seventieth wee;, which began with 
the anointing of the !rince, his being ”cut o…q, his resurrection and ascension, 
and the giving of the Holy kpirit to anoint a new holy of holies – the church 
of ?esus Ehrist. :ll has been accomplishedB



The 70th week – past or 
future?

Many people read a gap of time between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks 
of years and thus, push the fulcllment of the predi.ted events to a time far 
into the futureH jowever, as we have seen, this does inIusti.e to the predi.tionH 
(n the se.ond part of the prophe.y, the explanatory part, there is a distin.tion 
between the crst group of weeks “”seven weeks)T, and the next group of weeks 
“”sixty-two -nine weeks)T, and the cnal week “”one week)T H ;his does not 
make a gap of time between the groups ne.essaryW it .ould simply indi.ate 
some di8eren.es in what marks ea.h groupingH ;he separation may not be 
one of time, but rather one of kindH 9e will examine this more .losely in 
se.tions G and D of this arti.leH ;here is no .ompelling reason from the 
prophe.y itself to de.ide on a gap of time between the two groups of weeks, 
unless one is trying to make the fulcllment ct predetermined .on.lusionsH 

’abriel told ?aniel that seventy weeks were appointed “or determinedT and 
laid out until the clling up of (sraelYs transgression and the .utting o8 of 
Messiah, whi.h would lead to an ultimate desolationH 9ho determines that 
there is a gapA 9ould a gap be honestA (t is pretty easy to predi.t anything by 
that meansH Pou .an make anything ct your system if you play with numbers 
like thatH
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JetYs say ( told my wife that ( would take her to jawaii in seventy daysH Rfter 
sixty-nine days she is pa.ked and ready to goH jowever, day seventy .omes 
and goes and no jawaiiH (f, when reminded of my promise, ( tell her, ”Pes, ( 
am going to take you on the seventieth dayH (tYs Iust that there is a gap of many 
years between my sixty-ninth and seventieth daysH ;he seventieth day is far in 
the future, dis.onne.ted and separated from the crst sixty-nine,) ( donYt think 
sheYd really take it wellH ( wouldnYt blame herH ;o put a gap in there does not 
do Iusti.e to what ( statedH (n order for my .ommuni.ation to be meaningful, 
the time must be .onse.utive, be.ause that is how we normally re.kon timeH 
(f ( intend to re.kon time in an unusual manner, ( must indi.ate that in order 
for there to be understanding on the part of my wifeH

(f ( told a traveler that the next gas station was seventy miles ahead, would that 
mean that there .ould be a two-thousand mile gap between the sixty-ninth 
and seventieth milesA Cf .ourse notH ;he miles would be .onse.utive, be.ause 
that is how we normally re.kon distan.eH (n addition, anywhere along the 
seventieth mile would ct my determined distan.eH !nless ( have let my hearers 
know in advan.e that ( am .hanging our usual pra.ti.e of tra.king time or 
distan.e, they have no reason to cgure in anything other than .onventional 
termsH

Nust imagine if NeremiahYs prophe.y of seventy years of .aptivity was really 
twenty-cve hundred years, be.ause there was a gap of time between the six-
ty-ninth and seventieth years2 0o, the .aptivity lasted for seventy .onse.utive 
yearsH 9ere RbrahamYs des.endents strangers in a foreign land for a time 
period of four-hundred .onse.utive yearsA 9ere the seven years of plenty and 
the seven years of famine as foretold by Noseph .onse.utive yearsA Sould they 
have had a gapA 0o, he would have been stoned as a false prophet2 9ere the 
forty years of (sraelYs wandering for unbelief forty .onse.utive yearsA 9hat if, 
after three days, Nesus did not riseA Sould his dis.iples .laim there is a huge 
gap between the se.ond and third daysA Sould they say that the third day is 
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many years in the futureA 0o, that would not be honestH ;hat would not be 
a predi.tion at allH

9hen ’abriel says that seventy weeks of years are determined for these things 
to be fulclled, they must be .onse.utive weeks of yearsH 9hy then do people 
.reate a time gap between the weeks of this prophe.y by ’abriel in ?aniel 
.hapter DA

;hey do so be.ause they are trying to ct this prophe.y into the mold of their 
understanding of history and prophe.yH 

Most an.ient timelines used today are based on OtolemyYs re.ord of timeH 
Otolemy was a ’re.o-Fgyptian mathemati.ian and astronomer who lived 
some seven-hundred years after the Oersian Fmpire, around RH?H D7-U:GH je 
estimated the Oersian Fmpire to have lasted two-hundred cve years and to 
have been ruled by ten kingsH jowever, when we .ompare that with Nosephus, 
an earlier writer “RH?H L‘-.HU77T, we cnd that he estimates the duration of the 
Oersian Fmpire at cfty-two years and says there were six kingsH 9here do we 
cnd the truth, espe.ially in light of the fa.t that in early do.uments there are 
no established dates to .onne.t with our .alendarA 9hat do the 1.riptures say 
with regard to this matterA 9e are for.ed to reIe.t both Otolemy and Nosephus 
as the ultimate authority, for neither of them was thereH 9e are .ompelled to 
look to ’od, who wasH 

(n ?aniel U7BU, ?aniel is given another message by ’abrielH ;his is ”in the 
third year of Syrus king of OersiaH) Syrus is the se.ond king of OersiaH je is 
the sole ruler at this time, after the death of ?arius the Mede “?aniel DBUTH 
(n ?aniel UUB6, we, along with ?aniel, are told by ’abriel, ”5Rnd now ( will 
tell you the truthB 4ehold, three more kings will arise in Oersia, and the fourth 
shall be far ri.her than them allW by his strength, through his ri.hes, he shall 
stir up all against the realm of ’ree.eHY) ;he following verses introdu.e the 
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man we know as Rlexander the ’reat and the four generals among whom his 
kingdom is dividedH 3rom ’abriel, we get the truth about the duration and 
number of kings of the Oersian FmpireH ;here would be a total of six Oersian 
kingsB ?arius the Mede, Syrus, three more, and then the fourth “.ounting 
from the time viewpoint of the prophe.y---fourth from the time of SyrusB 
.ounting from the crst ruler, ?arius, the sixth overallT ri.h kingH ;hus, we see 
that OtolemyYs estimate of the number of kings is wrongH ;his would make 
his guess at the approximate length of the Oersian Fmpire also ina..urateH 

(f one uses OtolemyYs cgures, there is no way to get from SyrusY pro.la-
mation to any time in the life of Shrist at all2 !sing OtolemyYs estimation, 
historians have pla.ed SyrusY death around zL7 4HSH 1eventy weeks of years 
“up to four-hundred ninety yearsT from that point puts the fulcllment of 
the prophe.y at about –7 4HSH ;his does not rea.h the fullness of time 
when ”’od sent jis 1on, born of a woman) “’alH –B–TH Eemember our 
point in Oart CneB the prophe.y must be fulclled within the seventieth 
week, whi.h .onsists of the time period that en.ompasses the four-hundred 
eighty-third through four-hundred ninetieth yearsH Rll interpretations of 
?anielYs prophe.y of seventy weeks re.ogniHe that Shrist must be there at the 
end of the sixty-ninth weekH je is to be ”.ut o8) after seven and sixty-two 
weeks “sixty-nine in allTH 1ome try to aim at his birth and some at his deathH 
jowever, if we sti.k to OtolemyYs numbers, we .annot make the sixty-ninth 
week o..ur at any time within the life of ShristH 

1ome, to re.on.ile the time dis.repan.ies, say that the .ommand to rebuild 
Nerusalem is not SyrusY but RrtaxerxesY “whi.h means 5.hief rulerY I a title I 
not a nameTH ;hey then play around with years whi.h .onsist of three-hun-
dred sixty days “.alling them ”propheti. years)T and su.h and ”make) it ct to 
the time of ShristH 1ome will put a time gap between the crst group of seven 
weeks and the remaining group of sixty-two weeks to make it ctH jowever, if 
you have to .reate a gap to make it ct, thatYs not a prophe.y at allH
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(n all these .ases, the starting point is manYs .hronology, and the 4ible is made 
to ct itH

Jet us let the 4ible speakH (f you want to know what is trueW look at exa.tly 
what ’abriel told ?aniel is trueH (t is cne to look at history and the events 
re.orded there, but do not interpret the 4ible in light of historyH (nterpret 
history in light of what the 1.ripture saysH



The Command of God’s 
Anointed

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth 
of the command to restore and build Jerusalem…” 

(Daniel 9:25)

Gabriel tells Daniel to “Know therefore and understand that from the going 
forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem” (which we saw clearly 
in the Scriptures to be the command of Cyrus). The going forth of the 
command is clearly the beginning of the seventy weeks. Gabriel does not say 
at the restoring and building but from the going forth of the command to do 
so. Read Ezra 1:1-2, and 2:1 for conIrmation of this. 

Mn Msaiah, we have an incredible passage.

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and He who formed 
you from the womb: “I am the LORD, who makes all things, 
Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad 
the earth by Myself; Who frustrates the signs of the babblers, 
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and drives diviners mad; Who turns wise men backward, and 
makes their knowledge foolishness; Who confirms the word of 
His servant, and performs the counsel of His messengers [mes-
sengers like Isaiah and Gabriel!]; Who says to Jerusalem, ‘You 
shall be inhabited,’ To the cities of Judah, ‘You shall be built,’ 
and I will raise up her waste places; Who says to the deep, 
‘Be dry! And I will dry up your rivers’; Who says of Cyrus, 
‘He is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, 
saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,” And to the temple, 
“Your foundation shall be laid.”’ “Thus says the LORD to His 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held -” 

(Msaiah WW:2W-W5:1)

!hat is so incredible about this passage is that Msaiah lived and prophesied 
this more than one-hundred years before Cyrus was even born’ Msaiah declares 
plainly that it would be Cyrus who would make the proclamation.

Nook at Msaiah W5:16, where Msaiah continues to talk of God–s anointed O 
Cyrus:

“‘I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his 
ways; he shall build My city and let My exiles go free, not for 
price nor reward,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

(Msaiah W5:16)

Cyrus, God–s anointed, will issue the command. The time from the command 
of that anointed one, Cyrus, until the greater Ynointed xne, Uessiah, will be 
si?ty-nine weeks. Mn the seventieth week, the greater Ynointed xne will also 
issue a command to build a city O the 3ew Jerusalem, and set the e?iles free’



Seven Weeks 
of Troublesome 
TimesChapter 8

“There shall be seven weeks … the street shall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublesome times.” 

(v25)

When we read the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we learn of the rebuilding 
of the city, its wall, and the temple “even in troublesome times,” as stated by 
Gabriel in Daniel 9:25. This rebuilding would be completed in the -rst seven 
weeks of years (forty3nine years). 

Ezra, chapter 4 through the end of chapter x chronicles the early history of the 
returned eKiles, the start of construction on the temple, and the troublesome 
adversaries who “troubled them in building, and hired counselors against them 
to frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus King of Persia, even until the 
reign of Darius king of Persia” (Ezra x:xb35). These adversaries eventually sent 
a letter to Aing MrtaKerKes saying: “Let it be known to the king that the Jews who 
came up from you have come to us at Jerusalem, and are building the rebellious 
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and evil city, and are finishing its walls and repairing the foundation” (Ezra 
x:P2). This led to the halt of the work of rebuilding until the second year of the 
reign of Aing Darius of 6ersia (Ezra x:2432x). Lhapter ’ opens with DariusJ 
decree to -nd the scroll with the record of Aing LyrusJ command to rebuild 
the temple at Ferusalem. Mfter its discovery, the rebuilding begins anew, and 
in verse P5 of this chapter, we read that the temple was -nished on the third 
day of the month of Mdar in the siKth year of the reign of Aing Darius. The 
rest of the chapter records the celebration of the dedication of the temple, the 
observance of 6assover, and the keeping of the week3long Beast of Rnleavened 
7read. 

Lhapter j opens with an introduction to Ezra the scribe, and his arrival at 
Ferusalem in the seventh year of the reign of MrtaKerKes. M copy of the letter 
Ezra brought with him from the king, along with a list of the people who 
accompanied him, and a brief description of their Iourney comprise the rest 
of chapter j and chapter 1. ;n chapter 9, troublesome times arise from within 
the community of the eKilesH intermarriage of ;sraelites with the “peoples of 
the lands,” leading to the adoption of pagan rites that were an abomination 
to the 8ord. EzraJs prayer of repentance (vv. ’3P5) indicates that at this point, 
the temple, the city, and even a wall had been rebuilt (see verse 9). The people 
repent and promise to put away their foreign wivesH and the account penned 
by Ezra concludes.

Nehemiah narrates the neKt account of the history of the eKiles. Oe picks up 
the account in the twentieth year of Aing MrtaKerKes. M visitor from Fudah is 
with Nehemiah, the kingJs cup3bearer, and when asked, informs his host of 
more trouble for the post3eKilic ;sraelites in Ferusalem. The rebuilt walls have 
been broken down, and its gates are burned with -re (Neh. P:P34). Nehemiah 
is in great distress, and mourns and fasts and prays. This would hardly have 
been his response if this was old news333if his visitor was simply reciting the 
well3known condition of Ferusalem as it had been since the initial destruction 
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by Nebuchadnezzar many years earlier. Nehemiah has speci-cally asked for 
news of the state of Ferusalem in the times of those who had survived the 
captivity (v.2).When he takes the king his wine, MrtaKerKes asks for the reason 
for NehemiahJs downcast countenance. Oe eKplains, asks for and receives 
permission to go to Fudah with letters of safe passage and reEuisitions for 
lumber to rebuild the gates, the city wall, and a personal dwelling (2:P31). This 
cannot be the “command to rebuild” that Gabriel has spoken to DanielH it is 
simply permission and provision. The rest of chapter 2 through to the end 
of the book contains the account of the repairing, continuation and eventual 
completion of the rebuilding of the walls and the city through continued 
“troublesome times”. 



Sixty-two Weeks of 
Silence

“…and sixty-two weeks …” 
(v. 25)

At the end of the seven weeks of years, we have the last prophet, Malachi 
(until John the Baptist appears on the scene to bear witness of the Light of the 
world). Following the time of Malachi’s last prophetic words, sixty-two weeks 
of years will pass until the Anointed One. In fact, listen to the last words of 
Malachi:

 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a 
curse.”

(Malachi 4:5-6)
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This prophecy ends the Old Testament Scriptures. Sixty-two weeks of years 
pass (silent years, with no word from the Lord), following the seven weeks of 
rebuilding the temple, the city, and its walls in troublesome times. Then, on 
the stage of history, comes the voice of one crying in the wilderness, to bear 
witness of the true Light – the Messiah. The silence is broken! (Luke 1:16-17; 
John 1:6-9, 19-34) Jesus said of John the Baptist, “If you are willing to receive 
it, he is Elijah who is to come” (Matthew 11:14).



Until Messiah the Prince

“… Until Messiah the Prince …”
(v. 25)

This is the goal toward which the chronology of the Bible has been moving. 
From the going forth of God’s anointed, Cyrus, until the greater Anointed 
One – the greater Deliverer – the greater Restorer who would build the fallen 
tabernacle (see Acts 15:14-18!) – there would be a stretch of sixty-nine weeks 
of years.

The word Messiah is equivalent to the word Christ. It means ‘the Anointed.” 

Where, in the earthly life of our Lord, was he anointed and presented to Israel 
as the Anointed One – as Messiah the Prince? Verse 25 of Gabriel’s prophe-
cy to Daniel began with the statement, “Know therefore and understand.” 
Therefore we can expect the Scriptures to clearly reveal to us both the starting 
point (the command to restore and build Jerusalem) and the culmination of 
this prophecy (until Messiah the Prince). We know that was certainly true of 
the starting point. We will now see that the Scriptures clearly establish the 
time of “Messiah the Prince,” and that last week when all will be fulHlled.
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Let us see from Scripture when an Anointed One is revealed.

“The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preach-
ing  peace  through  Jesus  Christ  –  He  is  Lord  of  all  – 
that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all 
Judea,  and began from Galilee after the baptism which 
John preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with Him.”

(Acts 16:0z-08)

What did Malachi said would come? Ee promised a forerunner – John 
the Baptist – who would preach and prepare the way for the Messiah. 
When was Jesus anointed? Ee was anointed when he was baptiUed by 
John. It is  here that Jesus is  anointed with the Eoly Spirit.  It  is  here, 
sixty-nine weeks of years from Cyrus’  command to restore and build 
Jerusalem, that God’s anointed Prince is manifest.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him. 
And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized 

by You, and are You coming to me?”
But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

allowed Him. 
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and 
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
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upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

(Matthew 0:10-19)

Eere, at Jesus’ baptism, he is anointed and proclaimed to be the Son of God 
by the Father himself.

And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 
the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and 
upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light 
has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

(Matthew 4:10-19)

Jesus begins his ministry after he is anointed.

When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus 
also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon 
Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My 

beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”
Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of 
age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph…” 

(Luke 0:21-20)
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Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and 
news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. And 
He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. So He 
came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as 
His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day and stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found 

the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed 
Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”
Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue 
were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

(Luke 4:14-21) 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This 
man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all through him might believe…. The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I said, ‘After 
me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before 
me.’ I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to 
Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” And John bore 
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witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like 
a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but 
He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom 
you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified 
that this is the Son of God.” 

(John 1:z-9, 2;-04)

Before his anointing, not even John the Baptist recogniUed the Messiah. 7ow, 
at around thirty years of age, Jesus is revealed to Israel as the Messiah – the 
Anointed One!

Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciple. And 
looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of 
God!” The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed 
Jesus.… One of the two who heard John speak, and followed 
Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his 
own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ).” 

(John 1:05-0z, 46-41)

(See also John 4:25-2zJ Acts 1:22J and Acts 16:0z-08.)

Jesus was anointed at his baptism, sixty-nine consecutive weeks of years after 
the proclamation of Cyrus – thus beginning the last and seventieth week! 
That seventieth week began when Jesus was baptiUed and anointed by the 
Eoly Spirit and presented to Israel as the Messiah! The times are clearly given 
to us in the Scriptures in reference to the reigns of Gentile rulers. The time 
frame begins in the Hrst year of Cyrus, King of Persia. Jesus is baptiUed in 
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the Hfteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (Luke 0:1). This is the only 
dated event in the 7ew Testament. I believe that is signiHcant. There is no 
time date given in regard to the census or the birth of Christ or other events. 
Eowever, we are given the time of the baptism of Jesus by John – the time of 
his anointing.



The Climax of the 
Prophecy

“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not 
for Himself” 

(v. 26)

Now we reach the climax of the prophecy – the seventieth week – in which 
the most stupendous event of all time occurred. It is in that week that God, 
manifested in human gesh, made atonement for the sins of his people and the 
kinbdom of heaven was opened to all !elieversW -e see that this would occur 
after the second broupinb of weeksTTTthe sixtyTtwo weeks. Mhus it would !e 
in the seventieth week that “essiah would !e Hcut o”, !ut not for Aimself.P 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
and by His stripes we are healed.… He was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was 
stricken. … He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. 
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By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, 
for He shall bear their iniquities.” 

(Isaiah :81:, D, ’’, emphasis added)

Mhis Hcuttinb o”P accomplished the predicted events of Janiel 3125. -e 
start countinb from the time of Fhrist…s anointinb, and we know that 
!efore that week of years is over (seven years), he is boinb to die. In that 
last week of years, all those predictions biven !y Ga!riel must come a!out. 

;esus was cut o” – !earinb the sins of Hmany.P Rs a result of this H7nishinb 
of the transbression,P – the cuttinb o” of “essiah – the city of ;erusalem 
and the temple would !e desolated. H0 Rnd the people of the prince who 
is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Mhe end of it shall !e 
with a good, and till the end of the war desolations are determinedP (Jan. 
31 26).

Mhe city and temple, of which Janiel had !een told, that would !e re!uilt 
durinb seven weeks of trou!lesome times, would !e destroyed. Mhis would 
come a!out as a result of Israel…s cuttinb o” their “essiah – showinb 
indeed that they were sons of their fathers (“att. 2818’T82L Rcts U1:’T:2). 
Ga!riel…s prophesy does not state that this destruction is to occur in the 
seventieth week, !ut as a result of what did occur then. In fact, this desolaT
tion came a!out in U? R.J. when Eome, under the direction of the Eoman 
beneral Mitus, surrounded the city of ;erusalem. Mhere was a breat slaubhter 
and the city and its temple were destroyed. In fact, not one stone of that 
temple was left upon another as the soldiers pried apart every !urned !lock 
to retrieve all the bold they could bet (“att. 251’T2L Buke 2’1:T6, 2?T25). 
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“Then He shall confirm a covenant with many, one week; but 
in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering.”

(Jan. 31 2U)

Note abain that there is no word HforP in this verse in the oribinal Ae!rew 
text. It is supplied in the Ynblish text. Cne Ae!rew ra!!i translated the 
text into Ynblish for me this way1 HJurinb one week, Ae will make a 7rm 
covenant with many.P

Mhe 9eptuabint (the Greek translation of the Cld Mestament 9criptures 
which ;esus used) reads1 HRnd one week shall esta!lish the covenant with 
many.P

Cne week would witness the con7rminb of the New Fovenant with many. 
Mhe covenant does not last for one week. It is made durinb one week.

Mhe word Hcon7rmP carries the idea of a victory achieved !y breat power and 
strenbth. Mhe Ae!rew word is usually translated Hprevail.P Eemem!er Isaiah 
:8q H0 Ae shall see the la!or of Ais soul, and !e satis7ed. ‘y Ais knowledbe 
“y ribhteous 9ervant shall zustify many, for Ae shall !ear their iniJuities.P

Mhere are some who would claim that the HAeP of verse 2U is the Hprince who 
is to come.P Aowever, brammatically this does not 7t. -ho is the su!zect of 
verse 26q Flearly the su!zect is H“essiahP (H“essiah shall !e cut o”P). Mhe 
su!zect of the next sentence is Hthe peopleP (Hthe people of the prince who is 
to comeP). HOeopleP is a plural noun, and does not take the sinbular pronoun 
Khe…. HCf the princeP is a prepositional phrase that modi7es or distinbuishes 
the HpeopleP mentioned. HOrinceP is the o!zect of the preposition. If you cross 
out all the prepositional phrases, you 7nd out who or what the sentence is 
a!out. Mhe su!zect and the focal point of this whole prophecy is the “essiah. 
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Mhe only person referred to as the su!zect of the previous sentence to the HAeP 
of verse 2U, is H“essiah.P

If brammar rules confuse you, I…ll illustrate my point this way1 If I stated, 
H‘lair, the son of “urray, went to 9askatoon. Ae0P Sou know that the HheP 
that !ebins the next sentence refers to ‘lair. -hyq ‘lair is the su!zect of the 
previous sentence. “urray zust identi7es whose son he is. “urray is simply 
the o!zect of the preposition. In the same way, the HAeP in verse 2U must refer 
to the “essiah of verse 26. 

It is the “essiah who will con7rm a covenant with many. Mhis will happen 
durinb one week – the seventieth week of the prophecy. It happened when 
he was Hcut o”.P Bisten to the words of ;esus in “att. 2612D1 HK4or this is “y 
!lood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.…P

In the a!ove context, ;esus is a!out to bo to the Fross. Ae had zust previously 
foretold his cominb cruci7xion in ;ohn ’2128T25, where he said, 

H‘The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, 
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.’P 

Mhere is a set time and hour when ;esus is boinb to esta!lish a covenant with 
many. Aow is he boinb to do itq Ae is boinb to !e Hcut o”,P !ut not for himself 
– for the manyW Ae is boinb to esta!lish a New Fovenant where!y sinners can 
receive the remission of sins and enter into reconciled communion with the 
holy and true God throubh a new and livinb way. 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High 
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Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water.

(Ae!. ’?1’3T22)

Cne week would witness the con7rminb of the New Fovenant with 
many,  where!y the sacri7ces  and o”erinbs of  the Cld Fovenant are 
!roubht to an endW

“Then He shall confirm a covenant with many, one week; 
but in the middle of  the week He shall  bring an end to 
sacrifice and offering.”

(Jan. 312U)

-e are told that in the middle of the seventieth week, “essiah Hshall 
!rinb an end to sacri7ce and o”erinb.P If we follow alonb in the !ook of 
;ohn, we can see that the time period from the !aptism of ;esus until the 
cruci7xion was zust over three years. Mhe cruci7xion was in the middle 
of the last week of yearsW 

‘efore then, ;esus had continued to state that it was not his time – his 
hour had not yet come. ‘ut in the middle of the week, at a particular 
Oassover, he said, H“y hour has comeWP It was this Oassover for which 
he was waitinb and aiminb. Ae fervently desired to partake of that 7nal 
Oassover, where he would esta!lish the New Fovenant Oassover (Buke 
221’5T2?)L thus puttinb an end to sacri7ce and o”erinb.
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He [Christ] then would have had to suffer often since the foun-
dation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He 
has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. 
(Ae!rews 3126T2D, emphasis addedL see the entire context of 

Ae!rews Fhapters UT’?)

;esus is not like the old hibh priests – for then he would have to su”er often. 
‘ut ;esus, !y his one perfect sacri7ce and o”erinb of himself, has !roubht an 
end to all the sacri7ces and o”erinbs of the old which could never take away 
sins.

Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and 
offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them” 
(which are offered according to the law), then He said, “Behold, 
I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first 
that He may establish the second.” 

(Ae!rews ’?1DT3)

-hen it says in the a!ove verses that ;esus Htakes away the 7rst,P what is the 
7rstq Mhe sacri7ce and o”erinb of !ulls and boats which could never take 
away sin – those !urnt o”erinbs in which God had no pleasure. -hat is the 
secondq Ae!rews ’? continues1 ‘y that will we have !een sancti7ed throubh 
the o”erinb of the !ody of ;esus Fhrist once for all (Ae!rews ’?1’?). Rll the 
other sacri7ces are taken away with the esta!lishment of the new.
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For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being 
sanctified. But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after 
He had said before, “This is the covenant that I will make 
with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws 
into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,” then 
He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember 
no more.” Now where there is remission of these, there is no 
longer an offering for sin. 

(Ae!rews ’?1’5T’D, emphasis added)

-e see then that this takinb away of sacri7ce and o”erinb is directly related to 
the esta!lishment of the New Fovenant – exactly as Ga!riel stated in Janiel 
312U. It was Hin the middle of the weekP that Fhrist was cruci7edW

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, “The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and 
believe the gospel.” 

(“ark ’1’5T’:)

;esus has !een !aptiLed and anointed and he !ebins his ministry in Galilee. 
-hat is the 7rst thinb he saysq HMhe time is ful7lled.P -hat timeq -hat time 
has ever !een bivenq Ga!riel bave a time . . . sixtyTnine weeks until “essiah the 
Orince. Mhe only time prophecy a!out the “essiah ever biven was in Janiel, 
chapter 3. Mhe time determined !y God and foretold !y Ga!riel has !een 
ful7lled. Mhis was the time appointed !y the 4ather (Galatians 512). 

In Buke, we see ;esus anticipatinb the desolation that would come as a result 
of Israel…s not recobniLinb this time and thus rezectinb the Rnointed of God. 
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HNow as Ae drew near, Ae saw the city and wept over it, sayinb, KIf you had 
known, even you, especially in this your day, the thinbs that make for your 
peaceW ‘ut now they are hidden from your eyes. 4or days will come upon you 
when your enemies will !uild an em!ankment around you, surroundinb you 
and close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to 
the broundL and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, !ecause 
you did not know the time of your visitation.…P (Buke ’315’T55) (Fompare 
the desolation of Janiel 3126T2U.)

Aow could they have possi!ly known the time of the visitationq Mhe prophet 
Janiel recorded that timeW

Then He also said to the multitudes, “Whenever you see a cloud 
rising out of the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming’; 
and so it is. And when you see the south wind blow, you say, 
‘There will be hot weather’; and there is. Hypocrites! You can 
discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do 
not discern this time?” 

(Buke ’21:5T:6)

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy 

city, 
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy. 
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(Janiel 3125)

9eventy weeks were appointed for the people of Israel and then there would !e 
a New Fovenant. In the 7rst phase of Israel…s history, they were laid desolate 
for a time !ecause of their diso!edience and un!elief. Mhey had demonstrated 
their heartTre!ellion !y utterly rezectinb, and even killinb, the prophets of 
God. Aowever, that desolation lasted only seventy years. Mhen Israel was 
restored, and ;erusalem and the temple were re!uilt. Aow lonb would the 
restored Israel haveq Mhey would have seventy weeks of years. 4ollowinb that 
time, there will !e a new people. Rfter that time, God will esta!lish a new 
nation. Rfter that time, God will esta!lish a New Fovenant. Ais 9on will 
!uild a new temple !uilt with livinb stones. Rfter that time, all thinbs will !e 
new, old thinbs will pass away (2 Forinthians :1’U). 

In this blorious New Fovenant, God…s dealinbs are with a holy nation comT
posed of all who !elieve the bospel and receive the one who was rezected 
!y HAis ownP (;ohn ’16T’8). Mhis spiritual nation is redeemed !y a breater 
Jeliverer in a far brander display of power than that at the Eed 9ea T the 
Fross in the prophesied seventieth week of years. Mhe seventieth week as 
foretold to Janiel was the breatest week of all time. In the midst of that 
week, ;esus con7rmed the New Fovenant with his people from every tri!e 
and tonbue and people and nation – all bathered tobether into one gock 
with one 9hepherd. Cur blorious 9hepherd bave his life for the sheep as the 
ultimate Oassover Bam!. HAim God has exalted to !e Orince and 9avior, to 
bive repentance to Israel and forbiveness of sinsP (Rcts :18’). Oraise and blory 
to “essiah the OrinceW 
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