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 May the Lord be pleased to use these truths that believers may be comforted and sinners warned. 

I come to you as no fountain of wisdom, but by the grace of God, I know who is that fountain. Our God is all-wise and I bring to you the words that He has given us. Jesus said of the Bible - every word is true. Thus, I bring to you, not my own ideas (for they are not worth much), but I declare to you the truth which God has revealed to us, in His goodness towards us, in His Holy Word - the Bible.

In Ecclesiastes chapter 7, we read:

A good name is better than a precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of one’s birth; Better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter, for by a sad countenance the heart is made better. The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools.  

These seem like strange words to us.  Who would rather gather for a wedding or to celebrate a birth than gather for a funeral? However, our God, in His Word, tells us that for us to gather together in mourning is good for us. It causes us to stop and think about thinks we often neglect to think about. It causes us to remember that we are mortal. It causes us to reflect on our Creator and Sustainer, and things of eternity. It causes us to consider what is really important. It is here where we come face to face with death, knowing that for each and every one of us, we are going to die (and after this the judgment). Our life is but a vapor and you know not when your soul will be required of you.
I want to warn you. I want to bring the truth up to your minds - though you have and may continue to suppress it. Look at that casket. It contains the body of a young man, not having reached even 40 years of age. One day, each of you will have your day. It will be your name in the obituary. It will be your body in a casket. You don’t want to think about this (especially you young people and you who are in your prime), but you must. This funeral declares to you that you must. You must prepare now. For once you have died, it is too late.

Let us look to a lesson that Jesus taught in Luke 16:19-31. In this passage, we’ll look at seven lessons that were learned too late, by a man who was rich on this earth, as far as material goods and family and friends. He had a good life on this earth, but he learned his biggest lessons too late. My prayer and heart’s desire is that you will not learn them too late.

Please attend to the words of our Lord:

        There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
Then he cried and said, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame."
        But Abraham said, "Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us."
        Then he said, "I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment."
        Abraham said to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them."
        And he said, "No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent."
        But he said to him, "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead."  (Luke 16:19-31)

 Let us look at what Jesus wants us to learn.
 

Seven lessons learned too late:
 
Lesson 1 - Death does not end all.
Some of you have not yet taken seriously the question of our Lord, “What profit is it to a man, if he gains the whole world and yet loses his own soul?”

We all are a soul - the inside us - and we will continue, even after our bodies are in the grave. The question is: Will you spend eternity in the comfort and bliss and glory of heaven or in the torments of the damned in hell?
 

Lesson 2 - There is a real place called hell.
Hell is as real as this town. The rich man found out too late that hell is a real place and not a myth. It didn’t matter what the rich man believed when he was alive - what mattered was what was true! Jesus says that hell is real. In fact, when you read the gospels, you see Jesus spent far more time teaching of hell and warning sinners, than He ever spoke about heaven. Remember Solomon’s words in Ecclesiastes 7? “It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise.” Let us be rebuked by the all-wise Christ.

The truth is, to not warn sinners when you know the truth, is not loving. Jesus showed his love for sinners by warning them.
 

Lesson 3 - A holy God must and will punish sin.
God is so absolutely holy and just, that when He found sin on His own dear Son, He poured out His infinite wrath upon Him. There on that cross on Calvary, when the sky went dark, where Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God became sin for those who would believe in Him; there on the cross the perfect and holy Son of God - He who knew no sin - He whose ears had been filled with the pure praises of the holy angels, extolling Him as holy, holy, holy - now heard the cries of His rebellious and sinful creatures cry out, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”

Jesus, as God, had rejoiced in the pure love of the Father and the Spirit, but on the cross not a ray of love fell upon Him. Instead fell a stream of full wrath. He that once said, “I was daily His delight,” now cried, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
Jesus died there accursed of God because the sin of His people were placed upon Him. Now if God punished His Son for sin, He will most certainly punish you for your sin - if your sin is not removed by His Son. “God will not clear the guilty.” He will not overlook even the smallest sin. We have not even kept the first commandment. We have not loved Him as we ought. We have not done everything for His honor and glory.

What you wish and what actually is, may be two entirely different things. God is judge and He has committed all judgment to the Man Christ Jesus, when He raised Him from the dead and made Him Lord. He will judge righteous judgment. In fact, He has given the verdict already. He has stated, “There is none righteous, no not one!” He has declared the whole world guilty. He says that you are condemned already in John Chapter three. We are not on probation waiting to find out the verdict of how we’ll fare. We are already condemned. We are under the curse of God. That’s why we die! “The wages of sin is death” and after death, “the judgment.” (Rom. 6:23, Heb. 9:27)

At most funerals we attend, the proclamation is “peace, peace” - even when there is no basis for such a proclamation. This tends to dull our minds to the reality that we are sinners condemned in the sight of God.

Jesus said in Matt. 7:13-14,

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Then in v. 21-23, He states clearly, 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

Oh, how we, as sinners, need this warning, because in most churches the message is peace, and God is proclaimed as if He loves and needs everybody and everything is O.K. It is implied that God will overlook your sins. But the Scriptures clearly reveal the condition of man. Everything is not O.K. and there is nothing you can do to change the situation. No “good” works or religious rituals can make you right with the true and living God, who is holy, holy, holy, and who is angry with the wicked every day (Ps. 7:11). Turning over a new leaf cannot help you. There is one Savior and that is God Himself in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. To come to God on any other basis than the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, is to be forever damned (no matter how moral you are or how you compare to other sinners).

Today, I want to warn every one of you. You can’t play games with God. God will not be mocked. Though He suffers long with you, continuing to give you life and breath, your day, too, will come. And it will come upon you suddenly, like a thief in the night. Awake to your plight that you might flee the wrath to come. Jesus Christ is the refuge for those who see their deserved condemned state. 
God would be perfectly just to condemn us all. After all, who here is without sin? He does not need us to complete Him. He did not need to forgive anyone. We are completely at God’s mercy. Unless God Himself desires to redeem us, we are without hope. There is only One ever born of a woman who is righteous. Jesus Christ the righteous, God the Son, took upon Himself the form of a man. He alone is perfect. He alone is acceptable to the holy Father. Your plight is not whether you accept Him, but how can you, a sinner, be accepted by the holy God of heaven and earth. If you are to be accepted by God, you must come to Him on the merits of another. You must come in another’s name. You must come on the merit and righteousness of the Father’s own beloved Son - Jesus.

May we learn the lessons that :
1) Death does not end all.
2) There is a place called hell.
3) A holy God must and will punish sin.
 

Lesson 4 - Hell is a place of endless torment.
There are many jokes about hell, but Jesus speaks of hell with horror. He describes it as a place of utter loneliness - in the darkness of blackness forever. The rich man cried out, “I am tormented in this flame.” Jesus said it is a place of “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Hell is a place of lust and desire unfulfilled and never fulfilled.

In contrast, the Lord says of the blessing of the redeemed in the presence of God ... “Lord, in Your presence is fullness of joy and at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” The Lord says that sin here and now has its pleasure, but it is passing away. Eternity is a long time! That day is coming when men will seek death and will not find it. They will desire to die and death will flee from them. There in hell - having all the desires, like thirst, but never fulfilled (for God alone is the source of all goodness and their iniquities have separated them from their God).

Thus, Jesus says in Matt. 13:41-42, 

The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
And these will go away into everlasting punishment. (Mt. 25:46)

It is a place where, Jesus says, "the fire...shall never be quenched..." and "where their worm does not die.” (Mark 9:43-44) And ‘they’ll have no rest day or night.” (Rev. 14:11) 

Do not ignore this warning or one day you’ll wake up dead and find out it is all too true. God, in His great wisdom and mercy, has made a way for repentant sinners to be saved from this place of torment.
 

Lesson 5 - Christ is the only way of salvation.
The rich man’s wealth, religion, and works were of no value to him in hell. Missing Christ, he lost all! God tells us in His word that there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death.

Seek the Lord while He may be found. Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are our ways My ways,"says the Lord. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (Isa. 55:6-9)

You must forsake your way. This is lesson number 6.


Lesson 6 - Except a man repent, he will surely perish.
In hades, the rich man realized that, without repentance, there is no salvation. That is why he desired that his brothers might hear and repent and not come to this place of torments.

Apart from repentance, you have no part with Christ - the One way of salvation. Apart from repentance and faith in Christ, you cannot claim that Jesus died for you nor redeemed you. If you continue in your lawlessness - even if you call Him, ‘Lord’ - Jesus will say, “Depart from Me. I never knew you.” 

You must forsake your own way
- your own way of pardon.
- your own way of trying to get peace with God.

For man’s way always includes some self-righteousness;
- hoping their good will outweigh their bad
- or their religion
- or baptism
- or prayer.

Man’s way is to DO something to somehow merit salvation. God says you can’t and don’t merit anything but hell and damnation. But God proclaims to us, “I have a way and My way is higher than your way.” God’s way of justifying a sinner (where He declares him righteous and treats him as such), is by the death and obedience of His Son. It is by forsaking your “doing” and casting yourself under the doing and dying of His Son, Jesus Christ. “By the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” Salvation and life eternal are found in Jesus Christ Himself. Forsake your way - God’s way is higher. God’s only way is Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)

Jesus is a sufficient Savior for ungodly sinners. In fact, the Bible says that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. He died under the judgment of God as a substitute for all who come to Jesus in repentant faith. All who look away from themselves to Jesus Christ, find a Savior who will save them to the uttermost. Salvation is of the Lord. It is all of grace, that God receives all the glory!

Sinners, this Lord you have offended is great in mercy and very gracious. Turn from the sin of going your own way. Look to Christ - the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Oh, why should you perish? In Christ, through His atoning blood, though your sins be red as scarlet, He can wash you as white as snow.

Like the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-24, to be forgiven would be more than I could have ever hoped for. But God receives me as a son, whereby, I can call Him, “Abba, Father!” Exalted on high - justified - declared legally righteous and treated as such, because Jesus was declared guilty (though He was perfectly righteous) and was treated as such. He was condemned in my place.

For the believer in Christ, the Scripture says in Col. 2:13-14:

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with [Christ], having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. (Col. 2:13-14)

"There is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus." (Rom. 8:1)

"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him." (Rom. 5:1,9)

This is the love of God to sinners. Will you suppress the truth and spurn such love and such a glorious salvation? Will you not learn these lessons from God’s own Word?


Lesson 7 - No one can ever be saved without hearing and believing the gospel.
Be wise now and believe the gospel. Trust Christ, lest you also perish under the wrath of God. All the promises and blessings of God are yes and amen in Christ Jesus. If you are not a partaker of Christ, the precious promises of this book are not for you - but only indignation and wrath.
If you do not “hear Moses and the Prophets” (the Word of God), you will not be persuaded though one rose from the dead. You can’t say, “I’d believe if God appeared to me or did a miracle. Then I’d believe it’s true.” One did rise from the dead! He is Lord of all! One day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Believe the Word of God, He says, or there is no salvation for you. 

Do not harden your heart in unbelief. If you do, 1,000 years from now, you’ll remember this message. You’ll remember this warning and how you neglected your soul. You’ll remember how you cast the truth aside as religious foolishness. You will learn these lessons, but just as it was for the rich man, it will be too late.

Today is the day of salvation. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Come to God on the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the ark - the only place of refuge for guilty, hell-deserving sinners. Jesus Christ is the only Savior for sinners. Between us and God is a great gulf fixed. Only Jesus can “CROSS” that gulf by means of the cross. He is the only Mediator between God and man. He alone can reconcile us to our Creator

Today, I call you to repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Do not add the direct forsaking of the gospel truth to your already guilty state. Oh, think of the rich man and many others in hell. What would they now give for such an opportunity as you have this day? It is probable that some of your friends or companions, now in hell, are wishing they could come back to tell you about the lessons they learned too late - that you might repent, lest you also go to that place of torment. The Word of God is clear - hear it. The Son of God has spoken - hear Him! Look on Him who was pierced for sinners like you and like me.

Jesus declares through the prophet Isaiah, “Besides Me there is no Savior.   Look to Me and be saved.”
