The Ekklesia of God


Introduction -

The word “ekklesia” is the Greek word that is often translated “church” in the New Testament Scriptures. It is a compound word that means “called out ones” (i.e. the saints). The ekklesia is the Body of Christ. There is but one ekklesia. All of the
commands to the saints are given in light of their being a part of that Body.

A. The Focus of the Ekklesia -

Jesus Christ is the life blood of the ekklesia. He is the center, the circumference, the content, the focus, and the gathering point of the new covenant community. [Note: If you ever want to find out if indeed Christ is the center in any given assembly, listen to the conversations. What is the general theme being discussed? From out of the heart the mouth speaks!] The saints who gather as an ekklesia in a visible sense, in a particular locale, have a goal. It is to make Christ visible in their community and beyond. Their desire is a growing knowledge of the Lord. Their testimony is an unmistakeable love for
one another.

In Acts 11:26 we read that “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” They didn’t give themselves that name. They were called that by their pagan neighbors. Why? They were so Christ-focused. Their entire lives were centered on Christ. An
ekklesia is Christ-centered and exists for unveiling the centrality and supremacy of her Lord - Jesus Christ. For this to happen, the members, which make up that body, need to be transformed into the image of Jesus Christ. Are we more like Christ today than we were, say 5 years ago, as a result of our connection with one another and the ministry of the Spirit through the Word of truth? If not, we’re missing something. 

B. The Function of the Ekklesia -

Is it said of us, “Behold how they love one another”? This should be our testimony, for the ekklesia functions as a person. It is one new man in Christ, Ephesians 2:15 says. It is described as a woman - the Bride of Christ (in a one flesh union with
Christ). It is not essentially a structure or institution. It is Jesus Christ in corporate human expression! The church is the body of Christ. The purpose of a body is to express one’s personality and life!

The church is the physical expression of Christ. Just as Christ manifested the Father physically, (i.e. “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father.” “and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”) so too, are we, the church, to make visible our Lord. We are begotten for that purpose - to display the fullness of grace and truth in Jesus Christ - that people might behold His glory. We are the body - the flesh of Christ in the world. People who come into our midst should know that God is among us. They should see His life manifest in the functioning of the Body.

The ekklesia is Jesus Christ in corporate human expression. Read carefully Acts 2:46-47; Acts 5:14; Acts 9:4; and 1 Cor. 12:12-13. This is the Spirit’s work and thus He makes the Body to testify of Christ - to glorify Him. (See the goal of the Spirit in John 15:26 and John 16:14!) Therefore, when the church assembles, Christ should be central - the Word and the Spirit come together to glorify the Son.


C. The Fellowship of the Ekklesia -

Long before the ekklesia (the new creation of God), and even before the first creation of God, there was God. “In the beginning, God...” Before the foundation of the world; before creation, there was God. Within the Godhead was shared a perfect love. The triune God exchanged divine love within Himself. The Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit shared an intimate, mutual, and passionate love for one another. The ekklesia is called by God into this love relationship. Wow! And we are to be and display the glory and likeness of God - as a community of oneness in love! Read carefully John 13:34-35 and John 17:20-26! The Divine Unity enjoyed eternal fellowship. Daily they were each other’s delight. The Son is beloved by the Father and the Father is loved by the Son. The Spirit is one with the Father and Son. They had a shared life - an absolute unity. What sweet communion was theirs (John 1:1, 18; 14:16; 15:26; 17:5). The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit experienced “Koinonia” - a shared life and communion - fellowship!


Stand in awe, believers. Koinonia is the essence of the ekklesia. God has extended His rich fellowship to a people - the ekklesia. The ekklesia is a shared life community whose members mutually fellowship with the triune God and one another. 
God’s glory and likeness is displayed in our fellowship - where it is said, “Behold how they love each other.” Read of this fellowship in Acts 2:42; 1Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 13:14; and 1 John 1:3!

The triune God conceived this eternal purpose, shrouded it in mystery, and hid it in the Son until the appointed time (Rom. 16:25-26a; Eph. 1:9-11, 22-23; 3:3-11). What a mystery - that the triune God would one day expand His fellowship to a created race - a new unity! (John 17:20-26; Gal. 6:14-15; Col. 1:25-27; 3:11) The securing and enlarging of this Divine fellowship is the essence of the apostolic work (and thus the work of those of us who have believed in Christ through their word). We are to preach Christ to men that the ekklesia may be built. The ekklesia is a human community of called out ones that live by Divine life (John 6:57; 15:4-5; Gal. 2:20; 2 Peter 1:4).  

D. The Foreshadowing of the Ekklesia -

This koinonia with God Himself, in which the Lord Jesus Christ would be the preeminent One among many brethren, is ultimately to result in having the ekklesia manifest and glorify Him in all things. This one Body, of which Christ is the Head, is
God’s eternal purpose in Christ, for His own glory. Read Col. 1:9-18.

When God created the universe and planned history, He wove into its fabric a series of pictures and symbols that would reflect the mystery of His timeless purpose.

Take the creation of Eve as an example. The first Adam was made of the dust of the earth. He was put to sleep and God, out of his side, made (lit. “built”) a woman. Then God made them one flesh and gave them the command to be fruitful and multiply. 
They were to fill the earth over which the first Adam was given dominion. The Bible begins with a wedding and ends with a wedding! The Second Adam (Jesus Christ) was made of the dust of the earth in His incarnation, when He took upon Himself human flesh. He was put to sleep in death - even the death of the cross. From out of His side flowed a crimson tide - the water and the blood! God made (built) a woman - the ekklesia! We have been wedded to Christ in a blessed one flesh union.
Christ is the express image of the Father and we are created in Christ’s image in our new birth. Oh let us be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth with the fragrance of Christ - His glory! Let us proclaim to the world that Jesus Christ has been given dominion over all the earth. Let us proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, who has become our Father. 

Is not our Husband all together lovely? Do you not gladly bear His name and willingly submit to and obey Him, who loves us so?

His history, which is truly “His story,” unfolds in prefigures and foreshadows of Jesus Christ and the life found and lived in Him. It foreshadows the ekklesia!


E. The Fruit of the Ekklesia -

(i) As revealed in Christ
At the appointed time, the Son of God stepped out of the heavenly portals of glory and became a man. It is He who would build the ekklesia - the one spiritual Body - unified in love and in fellowship with God and each other. This ekklesia is the new
creation established in the new covenant through the blood of Christ. The ekklesia was created to reflect the image and glory of God Himself for His own delight and to display the beauty and grandeur of His Person. Jesus showed us how to live in the ekklesia. He showed us and commanded us to love as He loved. He showed us the way to enjoy and live in fellowship with His Father. This is the one Man who may ascend into the hill of the Lord and who may stand in His holy place and enter into the fellowship of the spiritual Godhead. Through the cross, He brings us with Him into the fellowship - the koinonia with God Himself!


(ii) As revealed in the apostles
Then Christ called and sent out His apostles, through whom He would build His ekklesia. God the Father had called His Son, prepared Him for 30 years, anointed Him with the Spirit, and sent Him to accomplish His work. This, in turn, is what Christ does for the ekklesia - the saints.

He prayed:
“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. ... But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. ... They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world... As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” (John 17: 9-11, 13, 16, 18) 
Read also John 17:20-26.

Jesus started with a small piece of leaven. He started the kingdom with just a small mustard seed of disciples. Jesus introduced them to the life of the ekklesia - as they sat at His feet and listened to His Word in homes, on shores, along dusty roads, on
mountains, and around campfires. They shared life. They enjoyed table fellowship, breaking bread together. They were recepients of Divine love, though they weren’t much givers of it yet! However, when they were anointed by the Holy Spirit - moving from the stage of immaturity to full sonship as mature sons, what a difference! 
What they had before was the embryo of the ekklesia. It was a foreshadowing of what was to come: humanity in fellowship with God and one another in the age of the Spirit.

Before the Spirit was poured out on the elect at Jerusalem during Pentecost, Christ had modeled and taught them how to live as true spiritual men, for the glory of God. He taught them about ministry (service), prayer, love, humilty, compassion, handing conflict, and how to function in relationships with God and people. 

We must remember that the twelve not only lived with Jesus, they lived with one another in a shared community life. It was in this shared community life that the twelve were exposed. Ugly, sinful, fleshly things were made manifest in their lives as they rubbed against each other. Their fears and lack of faith (Mt. 8:25-26), their unbelief (Mt. 17:19-20; Mk. 16:14), their hard-heartedness (Mk. 6:52), even rebuking the Lord (Mk. 10:13-14), their pride and self-seeking (Mk. 10:35-37,41; Mk. 14:29-31), their argumentative spirit (Luke 9:46), their impatience and lack of compassion (Luke 9:54), their trying to lord it over one another (Luke 22:24), were made manifest in their close living. Much is exposed in living in close fellowship and in that time of living in an intimate, shared-life community with Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, at the center, the twelve were exposed, tried, and broken. Within that corporate context, they learned the priceless lessons of inter-relatedness, forebearance, patience, longsuffering, humility, forgiveness, compassion, and dependence. These were humbling lessons, but so needed as they became useful vessels, fit for the Master’s use.

Then came time for their final lessons as Jesus died and rose again. In so doing, He reconciled them ultimately, removing their curse that they might be cleansed and brought into the koinonia of the holy triune God. As Lord, Christ sent His Spirit and
anointed His people (even as the Father had done to Him) and He united them into His koinonia in one spiritual Body. Now the eleven had an indwelling Lord (Jn. 17:23). 
Their mission was to continue the work of building the ekklesia, as their Lord worked through them by His Spirit. On that very first day, 3000 souls were added to them - to the ekklesia - to the Lord! Then the Holy Spirit, to magnify the Son, moved them out beyond Jerusalem, into Judea, and then Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth. They proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom and the Spirit granted life to dead stony hearts. Christ takes these “living stones” and adds them to the ekklesia - that spiritual house - that most holy place - He is building with living stones, where there is communion with the living God. 


(iii) As revealed in the church in a given locale
As the gospel went forth, others were called into the ekklesia, anointed by God’s Spirit, and trained in the ekklesia. There, in close community, they learned to live by faith through the indwelling life of the Spirit of God Himself. In the ekklesia, they learned to live under the Headship of Jesus Christ as free sons. In the ekklesia, they caught a glorious, breath-taking revelation of Christ, in the Word of truth, and in the lives bearing the Christ-like fruit of the Spirit. This spurred them to impart the truth to others in word and deed. 
The saints grew in love for God and one another. Members were sent out sowing the Seed in the footsteps of their Master. Many were added to the ekklesia and visible representations of the ekklesia grew in towns and cities throughout the Roman world and then beyond.

Often, it seemed, that once members of the ekklesia in a given area were established and just beginning to crawl, the ones who had given them the truth left (even before elders were appointed). What confidence they had in the risen Christ to build and shepherd His church. The church planters did keep contact and sometimes returned to help the assembly grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, for the most part, the members were left to the Spirit and the Word. This would indeed be a test, as by fire, for the new converts. However, despite set backs, the church would continue to grow and bear fruit, for built into the spiritual “DNA” of every member is a love of the Lord and one another.

Let us make Jesus Christ, in all His fullness, visible on this planet. We are members of the ekklesia - in fellowship with God - the Father, Jesus Christ, His Spirit, and one another. We are members of the ekklesia, with all the glory, and suffering (that is not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us), and humbling that involves.


F. The Responsibility of the Ekklesia -

What is the expectation or responsibility of membership in the Body of Christ and thus, in a visible assembly of saints? We who believe, have been immersed into the Body of Christ. The church is the community of the Spirit. Thus, we are our brother’s keeper.

Many today give little thought to their role in the Body. It is easy for people to just attend. Participation in the Body, to many, means little more than opening one’s mouth to sing when the church is singing; closing one’s eyes and bowing their head when
the church is praying; putting some money in a collection plate; and sitting still and listening and perhaps taking notes when a pastor is teaching. Membership to some requires little more than showing up. Some even look at the minimal level of participation that must be met in order for one to consider themselves a member in good standing. However, there is no minimum given in Scripture. Rather, the Scriptures continually direct us to all that is expected of us who are in koinonia, and never to the least that is expected of us.

What are some of the responsibilities of a functioning member of the ekklesia? 

Below I will list just a sampling of commands from our Head. We are commanded:

- to love one another (Jn. 13:34-35; 15:12,17; Rom. 13:8; 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 Jn. 3:11,23; 4:7,11-12).

- to be at peace with one another (Mk. 9:50).

- to serve one another (Gal. 5:13).

- to remember that we belong to and are members of one another (Rom. 12:5; Eph. 4:24).

- to be devoted to one another in kind affection with brotherly love (Rom. 12:10).

- to give preference to one another in honor (Rom. 12:10).

- to live in harmony with one another (Rom. 12:16; 15:5).

- to not despise or condemn one another (Rom. 14:3,13).

- to make every effort to do what leads to peace and mutual edification (Rom. 14:9).

- to receive one another just as Christ also received us (Rom. 15:7).

- to admonish and counsel one another (Rom. 15:14) [“admonish” is from the word ‘noutheteo’ which basically means to lead someone away from a false path into a true path by warning and teaching].

- to greet one another in an affectionate manner (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Peter 5:14).

- to have equal concern for one another - all suffering with one who suffers and all rejoicing if one member is honored (1 Cor. 12:25-26).

- to not provoke one another (Gal. 5:26).

- to restore one overtaken in a trespass (Gal. 6:1).

- to carry each other’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).

- to be patient and bear with one another in lowliness and gentleness (Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:13).

- to forgive one another (Col. 3:13; Eph. 4:32).

- to be kind and tender-hearted to one another (Eph. 4:32).

- to submit to one another in the fear of God (Eph. 5:21).

- to lay aside falsehood and speak truth with one another (Eph. 4:25; Col. 3:9).

- to esteem others better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3).

- to not only look out for our own interests but also for the interests of others (Phil. 2:4).

- to encourage one another (1 Thess. 5:11; Heb. 10:25).

- to recognize and esteem highly those who are over us in the Lord and admonish us [‘noutheteo’ again] (1 Thess. 5:12-13).

- to warn those who are unruly; to comfort the faint hearted; to uphold the weak; and to be patient with all (1 Thess. 5:14).

- to spur each other on toward love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24).

- to give attention and forethought as to how we can spur each other on when we come together (Heb. 10:24-25).

- to not speak evil of one another (James 4:11).

- to not grumble against one another (James 5:9).

- to confess our sins to one another (James 5:16).

- to pray for one another (James 5:16).

- to be hospitable to one another without grumbling. We are to be given to hospitality (1 Peter 4:9; Rom. 12:13).

- to minister our gifts to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God (1 Peter 4:10).

- to speak to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19).

- to teach and instruct one another (Col. 3:16).

- to exhort one another every day (Heb. 3:13).

- to contribute to the needs of the saints (Rom. 12:13).

- to reprove a brother who sins (Matt. 18:15).

- to share all good things with him who teaches us the Word (Gal. 5:6).

- to praise God in the assembly and to confess the Lord Jesus and declare His glory, speaking of His wonderful works (Ps. 89:1,5; Ps. 96:1-4; Ps. 105:1-3; Ps. 107:32; Rom. 10:9; Mt. 10:32-33).


Let us be imitators of God and followers of Christ! We are members of the ekklesia! Let us walk worthy of such a high calling!


“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there will be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.’ Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.’ And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.” 
