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H. Holiness -

God is "glorious in holiness" (Ex. 15:11). The essence of God’s glory is His holiness. Holiness is not one of God’s many attributes like omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence. Holiness is the essence of all God’s attributes. Holiness is God’s fundamental attribute (not love as some people believe). 
Holiness refers to God’s perfect moral and spiritual excellence. God’s holiness is the supreme, absolute greatness of God that sets Him apart from and infinitely above all His creatures. In fact the basic idea in both the Old and New Testament words for holy is "separation". God is the separated One. God is separate from His creatures. He is exalted high above them in infinite glory and transcendent majesty (see Isa. 57:15). His holiness is associated with His elevated position. It sets Him apart and above all His creation (see Ex. 15:11 & 1 Sam. 2:2). 

Also, holiness emphasizes that God is separated from all evil. He cannot sin and He will not tempt anyone else to sin. He is untainted with even the slightest trace of iniquity. (Job 34:10; Hab. 1:13; Ps. 5:4; James 1:13). Our holy God is totally separated from sin (1 John 1:5). 

Isa. 6:1-8 :
Those beings closest to God cry out, "Holy. Holy. Holy," emphasizing the absoluteness and completeness of His holiness. In fact, there are more references to God’s holiness in Scripture than to any other attribute. If there is one thing that God wants us to know about Himself, above all else, is that He is "holy, holy, holy." 

Isa. 6:1-3 - 
Here, in verse 3, we see one seraph crying to another (i.e back and forth) in awe of the holy and glorious God. Can you understand these angels thrilled in wonder and forever crying this out in the presence of God? No, you can’t and neither can I, because we don’t really grasp the worthiness and holiness of God. 
When the Jews wanted to emphasize something, they would use repitition. For example, before He would say an extremely important truth, Jesus would say, "Truly, truly" (lit. amen, amen). Jesus affirmed the absolute truth of it before He spoke and when He said it twice, He was emphasizing it even more. When the Bible says, "holy, holy, holy" it is emphasizing the holiness of God. We can’t hardly grasp "holy" let alone "holy, holy, holy!" 
Holiness is the only attribute of God spoken in repitition three times. Never does the Bible say God is love, love, love; or truth, truth, truth; or mercy, mercy, mercy; or wrath, wrath, wrath; but it does say He is "holy, holy, holy!" 

So often we are shallow and impotent because we do not really understand God’s holiness. It is the reason for much of our selfishness and weakness and disobedience - not truly grasping how holy God is. That’s why we compromise. 

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, He taught them to pray, "Our Father ... hallowed be Your name." "Hallowed" means holy. Do you want to pray? Start out by the recognition of the holiness of God. God is holy, holy holy. 

Any attempt to understand God apart from His holiness is idolatry. In verse 2 of Isaiah 6, we see that God is so holy that even the angels who serve Him (angels who have never known sin) must cover themselves in His presence. 

Isa. 6:4-5 - 
Let’s see how Isaiah reacted in verses 4 and 5. The place begins to shake and fiery smoke fills the place and we sense a fiery God of judgment, for God is holy, holy, holy. This is awful and fearful. It is like Sinai. God is showing Isaiah and his people that He is a consuming fire. You can’t toy around with God - you’ll be consumed. 

What did Isaiah say in response? Did he say in pride, "Let there be no doubt now that I am a true messenger of God, for I’ve seen Him, folks!"? No, read verse 5. "Woe" is a word of cursing. Here a prophet of God pronounces a curse upon himself ... and this is the best man in the land! When he sees the holiness of God, he can but pronounce a curse upon hi sown head. He sees how absolutely defiled he is in the sight of holy God. 
"I am undone" is from a word that means to perish or be destroyed. When he saw God, for the first time in his life, he saw Isaiah - and he knew how wretched he was. 

If we don’t understand the holiness of God, we’ll never fully understand our sinfulness and the consequences of it. Isaiah would never be the same after seeing a glimpse of God’s holiness. 

[See also Hab. 2:20 and 3:16a; Job 40:3-5 and 42:5-6 (i.e. I had always heard what you are like, now I see and know!) No one comes to grasp the holiness of God without devestation. Luke 5:3-8 - Being in the presence of holy God who searches and sees the heart, does Peter say, "Oh thanks. Thanks so much for the fish." ? NO, he recognized he was in the presence of holy God. See also Rev. 15:4a.] 

It is His grace that we this moment are not consumed by holy God. People who have love as the very essence of God’s being cannot figure out why there are so many troubles in the world. People who see the holiness of God as the very essence of His being, are amazed that they are not consumed! 
If you really saw the reality of God’s holiness, you’d be afraid to sin. He hates evil. 

People always seem to come along and say, "But the world does not like a God like that. You’ll alienate them. We want a god who is inoffensive and is humanistic and doesn’t speak of fire, wrath, vengeance, hell, and punishment. Men love darkness rather than light. So let’s not give them a lot of light because they won’t like it." 
Don’t play church, compromising and disobeying whenever we feel like it, right in the face of a holy God. If we saw Him once like Isaiah did, I question whether we’d ever do it again. Let us walk by faith - this is our God! 

It is impossible to explain history or salvation without reference to the holiness of God. Shall we say that God destroyed the world with a flood because of love, or because God is holy? Why did God kill the two sons of Aaron the High Priest, Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2)? Was this act prompted by love or holiness? Why did God destroy Korah and all his family (Num. 16)? Was it because He loved them, or to vindicate His holiness? Even the death of God’s own Son cannot be understood apart from the holiness of God. 
God must punish sin. He will by no means clear the guilty (Ex. 34:7). The soul that sins shall die (Ezek. 18:4). Since we are sinners, God cannot clear us. He cannot overlook our sin and simply forgive us out of love. Because God is holy, He hates all sin (Ps. 5:5; 7:11). This gloriously holy God punishes sin. He must punish sin because He is holy. God will not forgive sin at the expense of His holiness. He will not forgive sin without blood atonement (Heb. 9:22). 
Because God is holy, acceptance with Him on the ground of our own works is impossible (Rom. 3:19-20). 

A. W. Pink said, "A fallen creature could sooner create a world than produce that which would meet the approval of infinite purity." See Isa. 64:6. 

God demands holiness. He cannot and will not accept anything less than perfect, pure, flawless holiness. God will not accept sincerity, works of benevolence, repentance, sacrifices, moral reformation, or even faith as a substitute for holiness. God demands holiness (Heb. 12:14. See also Mt. 5:20, 1 Peter 1:16). 

The slightest deviation from perfect holiness egnites the fires of God’s wrath against His creatures. Can darkness dwell with light? It was deviation from perfect holiness that drove Lucifer from heaven, the fallen angels into darkness, Adam from the garden, and drives sinners into hell. Carefully consider these things. It will take something more than a walk down a church aisle, a few tears, a prayer, and a decision of your "free will" to get you into heaven, accepted by the one true and holy God. Salvation by the will of man, the works of man or even the worship of man is an utter impossibility, because you cannot make yourself holy in the sight of God! 

God alone can make unholy, sinful men and women perfectly holy (without compromising His own holy standards). Holiness is more than moral reformation, purity of life, and uprightness of heart. Holiness is nothing less than the complete restoration of manhood to the image and likeness of God. Holiness is the complete conformity of man to the image of God in Christ. 

Isa. 6:6-8 - 
Does God leave Isaiah in his accursed state? Read v. 6-7. He sears his tender mouth - a broken and painful experience - but his sin was purged. And once done, read v. 8. You, Isaiah? You’re undone and wretched and have a dirty mouth. "Yes," Isaiah could respond, "but I’ve been cleansed!" The only way a man is fit to serve is when he’s cleansed by the grace of God. The cross of Christ is the live coal that purges us! 

God in His grace and for His glory, has chosen a people through whom He will display his grace and thus be glorified. Isaiah is but one of those people. However, God is so perfectly holy that He would not and could not forgive the sins of His elect apart from the satisfaction of His justice by the blood of His own dear Son. 

God is holy in creation, in providence, in redemption, and in the exercise of His grace, as well as in all His acts of judgment. When all men are gathered before Him, He will grant eternal life to His elect in Christ and sentence the wicked to eternal death in hell, upon the grounds of strict holiness, justice, and truth. Unless we stand before Him washed and purged in the blood of Christ and robed with His imputed righteousness, we will be damned forever. Holy justice demands it. But if our sins have already been punished in the perfect, spotless Lamb of God, our Substitute, and if we’ve been clothed with His righteousness, we shall enter into everlasting glory. Holy justice demands it! 
Every sinner who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ is perfectly holy in the sight of God (Col. 2:9-10). Every sinner outside of Christ is under the wrath of God because God is holy. In Christ, every believer stands before God’s holy law in perfect holiness by divine imputation (Read Psalm 24: 3-5, 7-10!!!; Rom. 5:19; 2 Cor. 5:21) with a holy nature imparted to him in regeneration (2 Peter 1:4). 

God redeemed us to make us holy (saints, sanctified, called out ones, separated). 

In the cross of Christ, there is built a highway of holiness upon which the grace of God may ride down and forgiveness, reconciliation, and blessing and favor may be bestowed on sinners by the Lord of hosts who is holy, holy, holy! (Isa. 35; Psalm 85:10) 

[ Illustration of the veil in the temple (Matt. 27:51) ] 

Read Psalm 99. 

