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C. The Joy of Knowing God -


The attributes of God are those qualities which belong to and constitute the divine nature. The attributes of God are important because one’s concept of God, to be correct, must be derived from a knowledge of and acquaintance with His attributes revealed in Scripture. We must worship, love, know, believe, and proclaim God as He is in truth. Mere belief in a supreme being is not enough. God must be known in His glorious attributes, and these are revealed to us in the Bible (Job. 22:21). 

Something more than a theoretical knowledge of God is needed by us. God is only truly “known” in the soul as we yield ourselves to Him, submit to His authority, and regulate all the details of our lives by His holy precepts and commandments. 

May we learn to meditate upon the personal perfections of God. Then we will become more aware of the awe-inspiring and worship-provoking grandeur of the glorious God! (Ex 15:11) 

May these studies contribute, in some way, to more God-centered living. 

The knowledge of God is at the heart of salvation and all true spiritual experience. Knowing Him is what we were created for. It will occupy believers throughout all eternity. For all of eternity we will be able to go on increasing in our knowledge of God and delighting ourselves more and more in Him!!! (Ps. 145:1-3) When we realize this, the prospect of a lifelong habit of regular Bible study and theology solidly grounded in God’s Word, should be a very exciting, prospect to us. ( Jn. 17:3 ; Jer. 24:7 ; Jer. 31:34 ; Isa. 11:9 ; 2 Peter 1:2-3 ; Col. 1:10 ; Jer. 9:23-24) 

What do you and I boast about? What subject of conversation most arouses us and fills our hearts? Do we consider knowing God to be the greatest treasure in the world, and by far our greatest privilege? 

If not, our Christian experience will be superficial, inadequate, and tragically out of focus. It will show in our personal lives, our dealings with others, our impact on the world, and perhaps most obviously in the character of our worship. 

There is a great distinction between knowing “facts” and knowing “persons” even in our ordinary use of English. It would be true for me to say that I know many facts about Wayne Gretzky but it would not be true for me to say that I know “him”. To say that I know him would imply that I met him and talked with him and that I had, at least to some degree, a personal relationship with him. 

May we be like Paul, for Christ is of surpassing value (Phil. 3:7-9) and there is nothing that can be compared with knowing Christ, and thus God, through Him. Jesus came not only to show us what God is like but to bring sinners to God in an act of redemption. Salvation is equated to knowing God ( 1 John 5:20; 2 Cor. 4:6). It is not knowing about Him intellectually. It is knowing Him experientially. Salvation is a relationship in which I know Christ, not in just knowing facts about Him. “To know” speaks of a union of life. When the Scripture says that “Adam knew Eve his wife”, that is more than “knew about”. It means that he had an intimate love relationship with her. When in Amos 3:2, God says, “Israel only I have known,” He is saying that He has an intimate love bond with them. There is a bonding together of intimate love (John 10:27; Matt. 7:23). 

May this study be more than knowledge gained ABOUT God. May the truth of God be interacted with and internalized in a growing intimacy and bond with God Himself through the Lord Jesus Christ. May the reader be brought into friendship with God (2 Cor. 5:18-21; John 15:14) through Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1-11). 

