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K. Goodness -

1. The Nature of God’s Goodness 

God Himself is the final standard of good and all that God is and does is worthy of approval. 

Luke 18:19 
Ps. 100:5 
Ps. 107:1 
Ps. 52:1 
Ps. 25:8 
Ps. 34:8 

Good is what God approves. 

Ps. 119:68 

God is the source of all good in the world. 

James 1:17 (see also Ps. 145:9 and Acts 14:17) 

Thus, any goodness in creation is a derived goodness. 

Ps. 33:5 

If we think of God’s power - it is not nearly as comforting as when we see it in the light of His other attributes like His wisdom and goodness. The God who is all-powerful is the same God who is good and wise (Ps. 31:19). 

All that God is, is good (Ps. 16:2; Ex. 33:19). All the attributes listed in 34:5-7 are aspects of His goodness. Thus we could say that the goodness of God is a character trait which applies to every other attribute. God’s wrath is good. God’s righteousness is good. God’s mercy is good. God is good in His entirety. There is nothing about God that is not good. There is nothing God purposes for His children that is not good (Rom. 8:28). 

We may be convinced of God’s goodness and yet doubt that everything which happens to us is good. But was not Paul’s "thorn in the flesh" good? (2 Cor. 12:7-10) Was not the "evil" Joseph’s brothers intended against him, intended by God "for good"? (Gen. 50:20) Whatever comes into the life of the Christian is a part of God’s purpose to bring about our good and His glory. 

There are some who teach that God only wants to bless us with healing and prosperity in this life (i.e. no suffering - for that is bad and not good in their thinking). [Ps. 119:67, 75; Phil. 3:10; 2 Cor. 12:7-10] 

God is good (Matt. 19:17). Man is not (Ps. 14:1; 53:1; Rom. 3:9-18). Therefore if any good is to be found in us, it had to come from God, for we are incapable of producing it ourselves (1 Cor. 4:7; Rom. 7:18). You cannot separate good from God. Therefore you cannot teach morality without teaching about God (for that would not be good!) 
The unbeliever tends to take God’s goodness for granted. The believer should be thankful always and give glory to God in all things. Think about it, saints, God’s goodness is directed to us at all times!!! 

2. The Expression of God’s Goodness 

Although God’s goodness is unfolded in all that He is and all that He does, the Bible reveals some specific expressions of it. 

i) The Goodness of God in Creation 

Seven times in Genesis, God said that what He made was good. He summed it all up in Gen. 1:31. Though marred by sin, yet God’s handiwork still reflects that goodness. What goodness we enjoy in God’s creation! (Ps. 33:5) 
Man himself reflects the creative genius of God. God made him with eyes to behold the beauty of nature, ears to ear its lovely sounds, nostrils to enjoy its pleasant aromas, taste buds to relish its manifold variety of edible delights, a sense of touch to help communicate love, and a mind to comprehend the meaning of it all. These are just a few evidences of God’s goodness. 

ii) The Goodness of God in Providence 

The goodness of God is displayed in providence as God provides for His creatures and is longsuffering towards them. The fact that we live at all is a great testimony to God’s infinite goodness, especially in light of our sinfulness and rebellion against God. The air we breathe, the water and food we drink and eat, the satisfaction of productive labor, our health, the joy of family and friends, the exhilaration of physical exercise and recreation, the refreshment of sleep, all the necessities and pleasures of life are the fruits of God’s goodness. None of them can be attributed to our goodness, and we see this plainly when we recognize the reality of sin. 
When Adam fell, God did not destroy the world immediately. He had already purposed to glorify Himself in the salvation of sinners based on the righteousness of His beloved Son. The fact that God allows the world to continue is due to His goodness. Men and women have sinned against God, yet He allows them to live and provides for them. It rains on the just and the unjust (Matt. 5:45). God deals bountifully and kindly even with ungrateful and wicked men (Luke 6:35). Paul, in speaking to a group of unbelievers at Lystra, said ... (see Acts 14:17). See also Ps. 145:9. 
This is what we might refer to as God’s common, temporal, providential goodness to all men and women without exception. 

iii) The Goodness of God in the Gospel 

Along with the general benefits which God has bestowed on all people, the believer has additional good things to enjoy, both now and forever more. 
If, as sinners, we do not deserve, nor can we earn the least of God’s goodness and blessings temporally, then most certainly we cannot deserve or earn His goodness and favor and blessings eternally. 
God shows special goodness to a people, whereby He blesses them eternally based on the righteousness of Christ. Think about the gospel message itself. It is God’s promise to save sinners; give them and entitle them to the whole inheritance of eternal life and glory based on the righteousness of Christ. This is the goodness of God in salvation. God is good in that He gives the revelation of Himself and His will in the Scriptures. The Word of God is good (Heb. 6:5) and reveals to us our good God. The Good News of the gospel is given to us in these pages. God’s goodness towards wicked and fallen sinners is displayed in the gospel and its being preached in the world. Sinners who hear this good news are fully responsible to believe and repent (Acts 17:30). It is a rejection of and a despising of God’s goodness when sinners refuse to believe. This is of course, what all sinners would do, apart from the goodness of God which moved Him to draw a remnant to His Son (John 6:44, 65). 
Some say, "A good God would not send men to hell." The truth is, had God left all to perish it would have been no reflection on His goodness. In fact, a good God cannot keep from sending sinners to hell, anymore than a good judge would set free evil criminals. God’s holiness and justice demands that the soul that sins must surely die (Ezek. 18:4). His good and holy law can only pronounce a curse where it finds the least sin in the best of men (Gal. 3:10). 
But this good God has provided a way that is consistent with His goodness and holiness and justice. He displays His perfect goodness as He sent Christ to satisfy law and justice on behalf of sinners who would believe in Him. He displays His justice and His hatred for sin in punishing sin in the Person of Christ - the Representative and Surety of all He chose to redeem in a display of His incredible grace (Matt. 20:15). 
If sinful, self-righteous men and women despise God’s goodness revealed in the gospel and insist on salvation conditioned on themselves, who is to blame? They are to blame, not God. They refused God’s goodness and refused to repent (Rom. 2:4-5). 

3. Objections to God’s Goodness 

Of course, not everyone agrees that God is good and it should be of no surprise that His goodness is being called into question today. Satan attacked the goodness of God when he set to undermine Eve’s confidence in the goodness of God. When he was finished, Eve had come to view God as the One who was less than good and the forbidden fruit as that which was good. Once Eve doubted the goodness of God, it was a great deal easier for her to disobey Him. Oh, let us not doubt the goodness of God. 
People wonder how a good God can allow evil to exist in His world. How can He permit disease, pain, suffering, poverty, hunger, prejudice, greed, crime, violence, war, bloodshed, catastrophe, and destruction. They argue, either He is not very good or He does not have the power to stop it or perhaps He does not exist at all. How short-sighted and "now" oriented is man! 
God tells us that His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isa. 55:8-9). Therefore, we cannot expect to understand everything. One thing we often don’t grasp is ultimate good and so we fail to understand what is really and ultimately good for us. People often have the notion that good is to have things go smoothly for us all the time, to do anything we please, and have everything turn out for our happiness, comfort, convenience, health, and success. But God, in His omniscient wisdom, knows that the choices we make in our human wisdom will not always make us truly happy in the end. 
True happiness can be found only when we get to know God and grow in the likeness of His Son. 

The next time you doubt the goodness of God, look at the cross!!! 

The goodness of God is the perspective which we need to view all of God’s commands, including His prohibitions. Even if Eve did not understand why God forbade eating the fruit from the tree in the midst of the garden, knowing that God was good should have been enough. What a good God forbids must be evil. What a good God commands must be good. Let us never doubt God and His Word. 

Let us embrace the truth of God’s goodness (Heb. 11:6; Ps. 23:6; Rom. 8:28; Phil. 1:6) What a comfort it is having such a good God as our Father! (Ps. 106:1, Ps. 34:8; Ps. 100:4-5; Ps. 107:1-2a) Let us glorify our good God in imitating His goodness! (Gal. 6:10; Luke 6:27, 33-35; Eph. 2:10; 2 Tim. 3:17) 

Moreover, when we realize that God is the ultimate definition and source of all good, we will realize that God Himself is the ultimate good that we seek. We will say with the psalmist, "Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever." (Ps. 73:25-26; see also Ps. 16:11; 42:1-2) 

